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«Biren 
INTRODUCTION 


Carpet-bag and Negro rule was overthrown in Ala- 
bara and, concurrently, in Harengo County 4n 1876," From 
1576 to the present, the Derocratic party has control- , 
isd the political destinies of county politics; and hes 
had a political dominance that has not been challenged 
many times, The greatest of these challenges cars in 
the least decade of the nineteenth century with the ad- 
vent of the Farrers' niece 

The Alliance did not develop from the plans of any 
group of founders but grew out of the economic plicht 
of the famer, which caused him to seek means to improve 
his situation, The Allience had a simultaneous origin 
an two cifferent sections of the great eericditaray re=> 
Gions of the United tana One was organized in the 
Northwest in 1€80 by Hilton George, editor of the Yest- 
ern Rurel, a weekly Beichi bana biaganttio: | George or- 
genised his first Allience in Cook County, Illinois; 
and this Allience began issuing cherters to cther lo- 


cals. in 1080 the first sueh charter was issued to ea 





1, Eoore, Albert Burton, History of Alabama, np, 
S73 Fleming, Walter L., Civil War and Keconstruction 
in Alabama, pp. 795-755, 

2. Buck, Solon J,; The Arrarian Cresade, pn. lili- 
112; 117-118. bg ne 

3. Hicks, Jonn Doneld, The Farmers Alliance, pe 











group of farmers near Filley, Nebraska, 

George succeeded well with the movement he bad be-. 
sun in spite of opposition from other agricultural 
Jouraelae A convention of these tlorthwest Alliances 
was held in Chicago in October, 1650, and e national 
organization was ereseren under the rame of the Nation- 
al Farmers! Rilsences or the Northwestern Alliance, to 
distinguish it from another organization which had been 
orgenized in the South, At the Chicago cconventiads Tne 
Northwestern Allisnee went on record “to oppose, in our 
respective political parties, the election of any can- 


cdidate to office, state om national, who is not thorough= 





ly in sympathy with the farmers! interests.” By 1867, 
this Alliances had Gemantse free coinege of silver, is- 
suance of more paper money, railway regulation, pocu- 
ler elaceinnios senators, and a good many other reforrcs 
of & posular nature, It atterpted some cooperation 3 tn 
dusinesa Dut not so extensively as Saree Southern Al- 
iiance, which originated in the Seatnes The Southern 
Alliance grew ovt of m independent Alliance which was 
formed in Texas, 

A groun of frontier farrers had crganized an Al- 


lience in Lampasas County, Toxas, as early as 167h or 





7.3 oO 
vet *Dililes os Ge 
2, Buck, ope cites pp» 110-119; l2i-l22. 





Se Bloods J. Jey Handbook enc History of the 
rarmers! Alliance and Industrial Union, p. 50. 








1675; the main perpose of which was to promote cooper= 
ation in such mtter$"as catching horse thieves, round- 
ing up estrays, and purchasing Be ak bee This organi- 
zation grew rapidly, perfected a state organization, but 
cue to political dissension held its last meeting in 
ier 

The first Alliance of permenence in the a was 
organized tm this same state on duly 23, 18794" This 
Alitance was organized by a member of the order he had 
moved to Poolyille in Parker County, Texase From this 
new center, a new Alliances Geveloped rapidly and scon a 
second state Alliance cars into deings Cooserative en- 
tervrises ex4é political Seon of the Alliance for re- 
forms practically wrecked the second Texas state organ- 
ization, Just as Gissolution seemed eminent, C, U, 
Hacuné, chairman of the executive committee, took over 
direction of the Alliance creganization, and in Jamarys 
1857, secured the union of the Farmers? Union of Louisi- 
ena with the Texas Alliance. The new organization tock 
the name of the National Farmers’ Alliance and Coonern- 
tive Union of Arerica, In December, 1283, at Meridisr, 
hississippi, the National Wheel, another farmers? orcan- 


izetion, amalgamated with the National Farmers! Alliance 





ty Hicks, op. Clits 5 sD. oe 
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end Cooperative Union of America under the new nams of 
the Farmers' and Labarerg’ Union of Americas This name 
wes again chahged in 1859 to that of the National Farm 
erg! Alliance and Industrial Ga tone | 

As the Southern end horthwestern Alliances grew in 
membership and influence, there developed a moverent in 
1859 and 1590 for the organization of the farmers of the 
country into one organization, For this purpose, a 
meeting of the two sllisnces was held in St. Louis on 
Decexber S, 1989; but aue to a survival of sectional dif- 
Perenetes and Gissension over political policy, & ‘union 
of ths tro parties proved Sepogsible, The St.. Louis 
Convention edopted e platform which demanded the abdoli- 
tion of national banks, free coinage of silver, govern- 
ment ownership of railroads, and a large supply of paper 
caren At the St, Louis meeting, the Southern Al- 
iiance had representatives from every state from Hary- 
land.to Texas, excepting Vest Virginia, es. well as re> 
presentativas from Indiana and Hansas, After the fali- 
ure of the St, Louis meeting to achieve ess of farm~ 
senizations, the Southern Allisrce begen activity 
in tes Northem states; and when the Southern Alliance pos 
at Ocala, Florida, in Decerber 1090, delegates were pre- 


ye wily Os Cites FE 


he Bucky, OD CltUes B 


sent from seven Northern states a3 well as those dele- 
gates from the states tifith were representee at the pre- 
vious St. Louis meeting. At the time of the Ocala reet- 
ing of the Southem Alliance, thers were meetings, also 
at Ocala, of the Farmers! Mutual Benefit Association 
end the Colored Farmers’ Alliance, ‘The leaders of these 
organizations laid Vers for the federetion of the three 
organizations, bud dissent and difficulties soon~-brought 
about the collapse of the Alliance es a national mve- 
ment. Fut state and county organizations remainsd in- 
tact for som Sas | 

The Pirst local Alliazzs in Alabama was Seog 
at Beech Grove, Hadison Cocnty, in 1887, and within a two 
year period Alliance leaders had organized chapters in 
almost every county in the State, During the existence 
of the Alsbeam Farmers! Alliance, its activities for the 
betterment of thse farmers were numerous and fairly ef- 
fective. At the third ennual meeting in 1890, it passed 
resolutions demanding legislation to encourage ecu~ 
cation, and sought reform of the national banking lsauvs, 
in 1892, it passed resolutions requesting the National 
‘Governzent to lend noney to farmers on real estate at 
low ratss oF interest. The State Alliance also entered 


into a coonerative endeavor by sstablishins a commercial 





1eeBuckssons cit.; poseice-1elr. 2 


exchange at Hontgorery, and undertook to establish a 
cooperative industri#l~enterprise at Fisvancese 

The . first chapter of the Alifiance in Karergo County 
es organised through the efforts of A. Pe Dumas. at 
Pineville early in 1889, Dumas served as 2 leader in 
Silisnce arfairs, baving organized chapters at Jeffer- 
son, Sharpe's Comrch, and Dixons Millis; | Sana eseniite 
few months chapters sprang up in practically ail of the 
farm centers in iy ye ae By Usy oh, there were 
twenty-two Alliances in ths County; end within the first 

ix months membership grew to Meee boon 

The purposes ef the Alliance, to which the members 
subscribed, were set forth in a series of about thirty 
articiss in ths by-laws, Some of these principles wers 
national in chsraeter——that is, the purposes of the | 
national organization wers carried over into the county 
end local Carereat sore Others were purely lceal in 
cheracter, The merbers pledged themselves to-buy cheap 
textiles woven in the South; to civersify their farming 
Oy raising rore grain and livestock; to patronize hore- 
intustriess; to oppose socialism, commmism, and monon 


olies; to support the system of cooperative buying and 
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selling, and to sustain the churches. and pelea 

In adcition to these general principles, the rem 
bers subseribed to certain sociel virtues, such es the 7 
reculremsnt of visiting the sick, comforting the-dis- _ 
tressed, relieving the wants of a brother or a sistory, 
Surging the dead, caring for the widow, edecating the 
orpktan, and protecting and defending the principles of | 
the Alliances, Ths motto of the organization was, "In ali 
things essential, nunity--in alld anince cise 

the stats legislators upon the recommendation of 
Kolb, State Commissioner cf Agriculture, appropriated 
@ sum of money for the purpose of holding Parmers’ In- 
‘stitutes throughout the state for the education of the 
farmer,  KX0ib was also exmowsred to employ experts and 
ferrers to assist him in conducting these institutes eat 
state Re = 

The first institute held in Harengo County; and cor 
currently the first county wide meeting of the Alliances, 
wes at. Jefferson on July 12 sand 13, 3069," The meeting 
was eddvessed by Reuben F, Kolb, At that time, Kolb was 
held in high esteem by the Marengo Alliance leaders, 
One wrote that: 

Honorable Rp, F, Kolb, the Commissioner of 


Agricaitiumes, will address the farmers of 
Havenco in duly, Vie aro siad of this, Er. 
2,020.5 vay ts 

2. POoG as foot L195 15494 i 
De LOOPS y ODe Cites De “Bali ies 

: by ees — r, 19 Pp ikea 
h. the Linden lenorter, July SS9« 





Kolb stands high as an efficient officer, 

a first cless fazer, and an excellent - ; 

citizen, ‘There 1s some taik of his running 

Por Covernor; and 4f this be true, Harenso 

peoplis will be very glad to see and hear 

Rim, Ovr county will heve something to do 

with selecting the candidate, and who knows , 

bit that iy, Kolb may get the Harengo votes. 

Sishteen of the twenty-two local. Alliances sere 
represented at the Jefferson meeting, Those represented 
were? Double Creek, Liberty, Rural, Jefferson, Beaver 
Creek, Aimwell, Sweetwater, Union Groves Shiloh, Dixons 
“ills, Wicholsville, Putnam, Octagony Dayton, McKinley, 
Megnolia, Pineville, and Flat Woods, Officers elected 
for the exsning year sere ss followss John W, Jones of 
Sefferson, Fresident; A, P, Dumas of Hamden, Vice-Pres<- 
ident; J, T. Jackson of texmbert, Treasurer; @, S, Adams 
of Linden, Iscturer; Dr. 4. B, Stone of Rembert, Assis~ 
tant Lecture>y J, H, Jackson of Linden, Door-keepers end 

2£ 

We. Ve Vice of Shilon, Chaplain, 


Ths executive committees wes corposed of UW, A, Crey= - 


son, John YW, Young, anc H. C, Disrmixes, The imredicte 
errect of the bis rally at Jefferson seersd to be polit- 


ical, Some saw in this mseting an effort to establish 


cless distinctions in politics, in thet there was a 





ys Ldid.es Hoy als ISI « 
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probability of a Givision of the white people of 2 4la- 
bera into two grounss “It was becoming the tee farm 
ers againsS all other groups, Sone odservers at once 
decided that Xolb was using the inatitutes for something 
other than ths ecucaticn of the farmer for it seemed 
vrat bs was using thom as a means of preparing his can- 
2 

cicacy for the sovermnorshipes 

The newspapers of the State began to line-up for 
or against Captain Kolb, His term as Commissioner of 
Agriculture expired in August, 1069, If he was to bee 
candidats for governor, some advocated his PERSE at 
oncé as commissioner. A very warm contest ensued, old 
Was seeking reappointment as Commissioner of Asriculiurs 
for a two year term. In August 1889, he wrote: - 

If up efministration has been acceptable to 

the vecvlie, I am certainly entitled to re- 

appointmont., At the prever time I may or 

may rot enter the race for Governors The 

‘last Legislsturs enforced the duty on me of 

conducting Varmers! Institutes over the State, 

There is no politics in these Institutes. 


Captain Kolb was re-annointeda Commissioner of 


{ 


riculture when his term expiree the last of fusust 


* 


10593" but thts aid not nrevent preminent Allisncs men 


é 
from bringing his name forvard 23 a@ suitable candidsts 








? 
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10 


for governor, When the Alliance held its quarterly 
reeting at Aimvell in September, Kolb's name was free- 
ly mentioned by his many friends as the most suitable 
man for the next smh aes ? 

Kolb used the Farrers! Institutes to promote his no=- 
litical ambitions as well as to educate his farmer 
friends. The institutes brought Kolb into contact with 
the organized farm groups ond gave momentum to his cam 
paign for the nomination for governor, Thus; the Al- 
liance, organized as a mage body, was sions. 


but surely drawn ints the wees re 





1, Ioid,, October 11, 15696 
2,25 iz. 5 Octoter oy 1885. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF MARENGO COUTTY 
1&90=1595 

Inasmuch as the political history of Marengo County - 
for this period was inextrlcably aysociated with the 

tory of state and national issues, it is necessary 
at this point to give sores attention to men and issues 
in 1890. 

The guoernatorial eampaign of 1090 waa launched at 
the beginning of the new year,g Captain Reuben F, Kolb 
made his formal announcement for Governor of Alabara on 
Jamary 3; 1390." Kolb, a. member of the Farmers! Alli- 
ance, had asserted that "the next governor of Alabama 
would be en Aliiance man refardiess of his political corn 
peer? ) 

Hovever, party leaders felt that party lines should 
remain closely drawn. They urged that all true Dero 
crata supcort the party es in the past, claiming that 
the greatest calamity which could befall Alabama would 
be political division, Soares that white supremacy 
would be thereby coin” However, it was not fear 


of political division that cavsed conservative Demo- 
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1. the Linden Reporter, oemmEary 33 1890. 
2. ibid., January 17; 1090, quoted from Greenville 
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cratic leaders to asgail ths Alliance and its leader, 
but fear that it was their intentention to take over 
the party machinery from the conservatives, "It was a 
struggis between the consorvative-machine elerent and 
the farmer-prosressivs elerent for the control of the 
party." Therefore, to cloud real issues and to whip 
the farmers into line with the conservative-machine el- 
ersnt, party harmony was constantly brought to the at- 
tention of the voters, Conservative Democratic organs 
like the Montgauery Advertiser and the Mobile Resister 
practically assumed the authority to draw the line on 
the issues, ard to say who was a Deroorat and who was 
not, Hsnee, it -is easy to ungerstand why Kolb and his 
farmer friends should be eccused of planning a third 


2 
party movement in Alabema, 





aoe Moore, ORe Cit.s De E05 : 

2. ibi8., pps FOL—-605_, Reuben FP. Kolb was a typi- 
eal Barbour County plisnter who lost his fortune in the 
Panis of 1875 and pertially regained it by reising ths 
fameé Kolb Gem Waterselons, In 1667; he wes eppointed 
Commissioner of Apricultures and in 1669, he was given 
unlimited euthority tolhire dectureérs, creenize “soe 
ers' Institutes” and educate tho farmer, Ee probadly 
cave tho farrer some sound farm fundcearmenteis; but hse 
himself never failed to anpear at these institutes end 
promote a derand for his candidacy for the sovernem 
Shine In en Alliance convention at Auburm in 1890, the 
Celegates freely endorsed him privately as a nominee for 
Governor, but no officiel action was taken. tn Decem- 
ber, 1390, Eolb and several other prominent Allianes 
members etterded the St, Louis convention of farmers 
and Knichts of Labor with a view of working _cut_a nr 
pram for the tollers in the fiolds and mines, +t was 
this last move that cave his opponents ard the nese 
papers the chance to talk a third-party moverent in Als= 
bara, end they took adventage of the opportunity. 
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Aithough the Farmers! Alliance had been ereated 
8s @ non=poli Atical REA on; the farmers kad hea 46 
Cinned into their eers that they shoule take LOPE inter= 
est in politics, This wes the attituce of the Alldence 
organizations In Marengo County. in Jannaryz, 2590, 
ieaing Alliance men in the county said, "Let every man 
Pigkt his oun battles,°* Therefore, it soon becene ex 
ident that the Alliances would not remain Soden © RY 
tks end or Lerch, 38505 those in authority were seying 
that, elthovsh the nena Wag no -politicel, it would 
reccie with pols 3tics so fe> as was necessary to secure 


men for offices tho woulé vigilently wetch over fits inter= 


she first quarterly reeting for 1890 of t vue Farmers! 
Allia of Serengo County was hele at Mckinley on Ap- 
ik Queer aA ‘on the geet: Gey, &@ resolution was edopted 
ené ordered peblish ec wiich severely criticised the 
Nonbsorery Ravertiser for an unwarranted attack on Cap 
Reuven Ff, Eold, The resolution also stated that the 
Luvertiser’s atand anpeared to be & political reuse to de- 
feat the efforts of the agricultural p eenid to pub on 


* ea 


of tacir mber in office, Caztsin Eolb wes then recom 


[2] 
< 1 T ae oo £3 ig 
ten ce Linden Renorter, January 17, 1699, 
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mended as an efficient candidate for Governor of Ala- 
veeath The vote on this resolution was 3, for and 18 a- 
Geinst; ani the following day, twelve members entered a 
protest against the resolution because tt appeared to be 
en effort to foree the Alliance into politics. Jomn 5, 
Hecker, editor and proprietor of The Linden Reperter, 
was one of the dissenters. | 

The week following the county-wide Alliance reeting 
at HcKinley, the Liberty Alliance of Linden went on re- 
cord as oprosing the setion cf the county-wide meeting 
hele et UeMinley, ths showing that there was dissension 
in ths ranks concerning the antrence of ths Allience in- 
to politics. Later in the year, when the campaign grew 
hot, Eeczer withdrew from the Alliance and fought Kolb _ 
et every tum, Throushout the remainder of the Arcee yoo. 
there wes mech agitation both for and asainst Kolb, it 
care to a climax when the county convention met in Lin- 
asNe 

The convention of the Derneretic party of Kerenco 
County was called to essemble at the court house in bing 
Gen on Tuesday, Hey 6; 1690, for the pursose of neminat~ 


ing candidates for the fugust election, These candi- 





% Tata Acree F >, AG 
ee HHH eg Ate ts 8 Se va 
> + + nr 4 he 
2, fas Lineén Reroerter, April h, 1690. 
a aoe ei os > ry 
Selebic.), Seri teligetcoo. 
: 





15 


detes included a state senator, two representatives in 
oye > * 


the General Assexbliy, and a county superintendent of 
education, The county convention elso anpointedc ea 
teen delegates to represent the party in the state con 
vent ae The county convention allowed each voting pre= 
cinct in the county two regular celegates, one additional 
delegate for every 150 voters; and one for 75 or more adm 
diticnal voters, Under this arrangement, lsrengo had a 
total of 7aenelanatens The conyention elso instructed 
the cGelsgatisn to the state convention to support Reuben 
F, Kolb for governor, tie vote on this resolution was 2 
Tor end SO against, It endorsed Major i, C, Durke of 
Larerse County for atate supe rintentent cf education, 

end the Gelsgates wers instructed to vote for him ag long 
as his name rerainesd before the convention, The conven= 
tion gave no instructions as to thse other candidates fom 
state offices. it aiso made nominations ror certain of 
the county offices: Jorn H. linge wes nominated stete 
senator by ecclamation; Daniel Jobn “eador ami Jares A, 
Steels won the nomination for representatives over their 
Opponents, Charles D, Walker and John Wi, Jones, on the 


Pirst ballot; and. W. % thomas received the nomination 


ea a rr ce en rn a 
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for county superintendent of education by acclaration, 

After the county convention on May 6, the editor 
of the Linden Reporter, who had been fighting Captain 
Kolb ever since his endorsement by the Alliance at ie- 
Kinley in April, contimed his agsressive camraign a- 
geinst the "Genial Reuden” as he was called by his 
Priends. He stated that he thought there were men in 
the race better suited for this high offices; however, 
should Kolb be nominated by the State Democratic Con- 
vention, the Roportemen nes to support him as heartily 
sstpass ieee 

The State Demceratie Convention essembled at Nont- 
gomery on Hay £8, 1890. There were four candidates 
seeking the nomination for sovernor in addition to Reu- 
ben FP. Kolb, These ren were: Thomas G, Jones of Mont- 
gorery, Jcseph FP, Johnston of Jefferson, Judge Willian 
Richardson of Madison, end James Crook of Calhoun, It 
was really Xolb against the other four, for thsy were de- 
termined to defeat him by sore Seth On the first 
ballot, Kolb received 235 votes; Johnson, 10l:; Richard- 

on, 8; Crook, 52; and Jones, 5» On the thirty-eichth 

ballot Kolb hed geined six votes, for a total of ails 
Johnson, 12, raking 1163 and Jones had 5, the sare nuz 


ber he received on the first ballot. In order to defeat 





he aijaptie A 
PAP told. > ey 23 > ice 
3e Koore, one Cites pe 6136 


17 


Kolb, three af the four.opponents mst be withdraw; ; 
end all their strength given to the fourth man, ir 
Jones were withdrawn, a part of his vote would go to 
Kolb, thereby nominating him; whereas, the other three 
could deliver their strength to the fourth man and, con- 
sequently, nominate him, Therefore, Jones, the weakest 
candidate, was selected in a caucus and nominated on the 
thirty-ninth ballot. Kolb accented the action of the 
convention gracefully end stated that he was ready to 
stump the State for the nominee, His statement was gen- 
erally accepted as sincere. The Democrats immediately 
lined un to elect Jones over his Republican opponents Be 
He Longe s 

Even though there hed been sore fear that the Al- 
liance would enter the campaign against the Derocrats,. 
the outcome in Harergo County indicated that the Republi- 
cans were the only opposition to the Deroerat nominees. 
When ths electim was over ard the votes had been counted; 
the total vote in Kerenso County was found to be h,712 
for Jones and 928 for Lons, the Repudlican candidate, 

No official totals or estimates for any other candidates 
were given in the ccunty papers at that time, It was 


evident, then, thet within the county, there was mo om 
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position to the "Orgenized Party." 7 Except for very few 
precinets, the vote rea the atate officers and the 

county nominees coincided. At Mecon, Minse es 

hog votes which were 22 more than the state tickets; at 
Nanafalia, the county nominees received one vote nore 
than the state tickets; and at Demopolis, “inge fell be- 
hind one vote, No explanation was given for these slight 
variations. 

Tom Jones was elected, and organized Democracy 
seered to have been saved, but elections were not over. 
The Demceratic Executive Committee of the county met in 
the court house in Linden on August 16 to arrange for 
the meeting ef the county convention which was to select 
Gelegates to the consressional convention in Nobile. The 
committee decided that thereafter all Democratic voters, 
irrespective of color, should be recognized in the beat 
motte the county convention met in Linden on 
August 29, end selected 2 delegates to attemi the con- 
gressional convention to be held in Mobile, The dele= 
gates were instructed to support Richard 8, Claris of 
Mobile Por reelection, When the congressional conven- 


tion assembled in Kobile to nominate a congressman, it 
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chose Clarke by 2 unanimous vote of every county in 
the first qiseriore tis: was returned to Congsresa at the 
Beneral cpa e 

The history of the "Turbulent “ineties" is interest- 
ing for something besides the unrest of the farmer and 
hig efforts to gat control of the party machinery, In 
each election of the period; bids were made for the sup- 
port of the Negro voters, ‘Sentiment was somewhat ai- 
vided, but the majority supported the ides of allowing 
the Hegre to moteee Some thought thet the only way to. 
keep the Negro from being influenced by the Republicans 
was to allow him to vote within the Democratic party. 
There was ecmsidersble private end public discussion cf 
the problem, As a result of this, the Demceratic Ex 
ecutive Committee of Marenso County recommended that © 
Hegroes be ellowed to participate in party rope 

Sore criticism of the executive committee's stand 
on Hegro Democrats was heard, There was, however, sore 
favoradle reaction, The UcKinley Beet meeting went on 
record as approving the stand of the County Executive 
Comm3ttee and extended an invitation to the coloreé 


voters to coonerates with the white voters in securing 
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good men for offices*~ Protection from violence ana in- 
timication was offered to all Negroes who agreed to 
cooperate with the white voters of the Denocratie Carey e 
Nor did these invitations fall on deat ears, for the re- 
cords show that the Reverend J, Re Beckham, a colored 
minister from Spring Hill, canvassed the county for 
Clarke, the Demeratic nominee Por Congress. Beckham 
persuaded rany of his colored neighbors of the error of 
opposing the white people of the spats © Colored Dem - 
ocratic clubs were organized at McKinley, Demopolis, - 
Spring £322, and other points, After the election aoe 
1890; the Demeratte Exseutive Committee opened the doors 
of the Denceratic party to } eererenta Time ended the 
first round of the organised Democratic machine politd- 
cleans to control politics in Alebama and to defeat the 
dauntless Rexben P, Kolb for control of the party m= 
chinery in the State. Two more rounds were necessary be=- 
fore this Alliance leader could be subdued, instead of 
his eremies having defeated and huniliated him en@ his 
farmer supporters in the election of 1890, they had only 


Criven him to greater efforts. He was held up to his 
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supporters as a political martyr of the cause for which 
farmers were so valiantly contending, 

Kolb began a thorough cenvass of the State after 
his defeat in 1890" end contimed the fisht until he 
was counted out D7 the organized machine 3m 1892, 

the cemaisn of 1892 was mech rore complicated than 
the one of 1890, because it ultimately resulted in on 
cutright split in the Fa coer pune Ml National pol- 
itics amd the silver question entered the contest, The 
Alliance plistform, cece the sub-treasury iat: 
goverment oursrship of ths means of communication end 
transportation, an income tax, end provision for loans 
fron Sovermment secured oy land, ioomsed larss in the cen= 
paign, . | | 

Early in 1891, the silver issues care to the front 


again, free silver was supported by the South end test, 


— 








1, Hoores op. ites pe 6176 

2. ibid., seprereTaSs Jonn, The folb-Oetes 
Cemvaign of 1t gore pends 
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The sud-treasury plen was a schere of sovern- 
ment aid to the farmers, Govermment werehouses vere to 
be constructed in which could be stored non-perishable 
farm products. Each warehouse was to be accompanied by 
& sub-treasury cffice which would loan to tho farmers 
Greendbacks up to eighty per cent of the marketable value 
ef the products stored, A szalt amount Por Insurance, 
Scvorage, and handling wag to be paid and a low rats of 
interest, say ons per cent. With this plan in eee 
the farmer thougnt he pease have a much needed- crecit 
end a rore judicions Orpoguet g to market his fam p20" 
cuctse 





but was generally opposed by the Middle and New England 
States, ‘The Alliance and ell labor organizations were 
for frees silver, Free silver was recognized asa Dero- 
cratic policy despite the fact that Grover Cleveland, 
the most talked of man for the presidential nomination 
in 1592, cams out in favor of the gold Scnieried Hany 
‘predicted that, if Sleveland were offered the nomination 
for President on a free silver platform, he would eee 
— . ; 

Rocer Q. His >» member of the House of Repeeearee 
tives fren TeXBSs was & staunch advocate of free are 
of silver, Drt would not have. at becloud ths political 
horizon on the eve of the cancelgn. He said that free 
coinage would produce no good effect until taxation was 
recncede Ee believed that the party should rerain united 
on the pliatform, Wtarife for revenue only,” end trae ee | 
would be dangereus to start wrangling over silver a 
thus divide poreeetl The editor of the Montgomery Adver= 
tiser was in ent ire accord with those who would hold to 
the tariff as the issue, He pointed out that Cleveland 
was reelly for the bi-rmetallic standard, but that he did 


not believe in tempting fate by dDrinsing the silver ques= 
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tion into the cncespeeee Eonorable R, E, Clarke said 
that the object cf the party was to name the Fight ran 
and thet he believed Grover Cleveland was thet a a 

The "Organized Party" mede every possible effort to 
preyent a split in its ranks. The County Democratic 
Executive Committee urged the organization of Derocratic 
clubs to mould’ public opinion in the forthcoming state 
eng net imal specreeneche John E, Hecksr, editor and 
proprietor of the Lingen Reporter, wrote that suctess 
4n politics cepends on party socpedrimreryea The State 
Democratic Executive Committee met in Hontcomery in 
July, 18912, and recommenced the formtion of Democratic 
clubs in every precinct in the ape fee 2 in pursuance of 
this sugsestion from the state committee, Demceratis 
elubs vere organized in Merareo. County; first at Méetin= 
ley, next et Linden, and finally in practically every 
vrecinet in the net 


A declaration of principles of Democracy was form 
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le pide» March 27, 1291, quoted from Hontgorery 
Acvertissre 

2, 2 54a, es April 17, 1891, quoted from Washinston 
Post. 
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ulated by the stats :cdtmittee and adopted by the county 
comittees, 1+ contained the following principles: 


=> 


The obiects of this society ares 
1, To foster and disseminats principles of 


Dernceracy 
26 Zo preserve the Constitvtion of ths United 
States, the ore Of states, ard Local 
self=povernnent 


Se gee Sosition to centralized power 
lh, Opposition to hich tariff 
Se Opposition to unnecessary commercial re- 
strictions 
66 Onisel been to eless legislation 
7+ To raintain inviolate, the funderental prin- 
ciples of Democracy 
Sines reconstruction darss; the threat of Resublican 
mile had aiways been keld up to the politically weyward 
to this them into line, Uerengo wes no exception, J, 
R. McLendon warnéd both conservative amt Jeffersonian 
Pezecrats tit, "All in the world the Republican party 
wents 48 for Democrats to divide," : 
~ €t432 other means were used to hold the lines end 
prevent a split, Ths usual berbecues, picnics, ang 
brush arbor meetings tere used to reach ts voters, 
Eowever, before the State Democratic Convention ret, it 


} + » 2 > Th 7 2 4 = . 
becams acparent that, even though the rivel factions 
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ing ths final break a 4 we state convention wheres Jones 
defeated Kolb 372 to 68 for the nomination for governore 
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might be united dn ee national election, they would 

certainly be eivided an state Petites 

All efforts of the conservative Democrats served 
only to @raw more sharply the lines between them and the 
followers of Captain Ste fhe Pollowers of Captain 
Kolb had never becare reconciled to his defeat for the 
nomination for gevernor of Alabama in 1890. It became 
evident in the winter of 1591 that the race for gover 
nor in 1292 would lie between Zolb and Jones, Kolb had 
the solid backing of the Farmers’ Alliance; while Jones 
was supported by the old lizs iemaveratetys 
Kols and his follcvers alvays clairsd they rere 

reguiar Demcerats end were in no way trying to form 4 
third pesrty moverent, The contest between the two leac- 
ing candidates for support in the state convent ion 
Started early, There were meny bitter political battles 
and rich hostile feeling, Eany beats sent up to ths 
county conventions two delegations, and many counties 
sert up two delegations to the state convention, ina 
mejority of ceses, the "Orgenized Party” deeded the 

contested elections in favor of the conservative Bero- 
crats, the contest between Jones ane Holb grew hotter 


as the time for the state convention anproached, The 
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convention assembled,in Jiontgonery the first week in 
dune am nominated Jones by a vote of 372 to 67.6 for 
Kolb, ‘he Unrengo delegation voted fox the nomination 
of Jonez, Governor Jones’ acceptance speech called 
Por harmony end reacse vetveen tha Negrces and whites 
end the factions among the whitese Ee said+ "Core what 
T&y, we conquers for the organized Democracy bears aloft 
the white flag of eroysyeyse 

This tire Fold end his followers refused to te 
guided d5 tha outecre of the convention, Kolb had pro- 
phesisd that there world bse to conventionss that he 
woulé be nomimeted by one; and that he would wing [nly 
the last rronhecy falled to come true, He organized a 
separete convention of his followers which nominated him 
for governors end B, E, Collier of Jefferson County, a 
well know fepublican, for Attorney-Generel, Gne plank 
of the nletform adopted at this tins contained a strong 
bid Por the suppert of the Hegre citron 

The carpeaisn was hard foushte Eolb's followers in 
Herengs County orgenized at once to figet an agzressive 


{ 
compsign in his behalf, The agitation was so great that 
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nearly 6,000 voters-eans out on election day. Earenzo 
County voted, as @id the State, in favor of Jones and 
organized Democracy. In this electicn Jones polled 
33169 votes ana Kolb 25152 mee ect isola 

tne county volitics of that year centored around 
the election of representatives, J, J. Jones and A, d, 
Peacock, supporters and followers of Xolb's principles, . 
were Gefeated by D. J, “eador ond J, A, Steele; repre~ 
serting the conservative élerent of the party. Jones and 
Peacock contested the election on the grounds of frauds | 
but they lost the cranes 
| fs scon as the covemoer was slected, an active cam 
paign was begun in behal? of Cleveland, the Temocratic 
nominees for Fresident. ‘The Republicans vere runnins 
Benjamin Herrison and the People’s Party heé nominsted 
caues B, Neaver of Iowa, Those who had bolted the Dero 
cratic perty to support Kolb were requested to pledzs 
suptert of the netionsl Democratic ticket. Every effort 
wes mete to recencile the two opposing fections of al~ 
dessa Dencerats; for 212 felt tmt they mist present 
united Pront to the Resublicans in the national election 
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which cme in Fovesber 1592. Clevelsnd piled up a big 
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majority in Derengo,**in-comenting on the slection, 
tae Reporter saw better things ahead when it said, "This 
means lew, order, quiet, ard peace from one end of the 
Union to the other, Peace always vrings prosperity, 
pimty, and havpiness, “Theres will be an honest goverrn- 
ment administered by honest aiden — =e 
The Democrats who bolted the organized party in ~- 
1692 ami fomed the Jeffersonian Denocratic rerty nade 
a bid eerly in 1693 to the regular organized Democratic 
party for peace and harmony in the election of 189), the 
Jeffersonians were anxious to reunite with the orgenized 
party, bat wanted to name their own terms as they were 
still supporting Kolb for aero 
she editor of the Reform Democrat, the official or- 
gan of the Farmers’ Alliancé in Uearengo County, was 


anxicus' to reconcile past differences, 
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One thins the Jefforsonions demanded was the re- 
quirement of en edveationsl test before elloving ons to 
vote, This was elmed primarily at the Aisfrenchiserent 
of tre Negro i 

Bug the Conservatives wold haye no more cf Xolbism, 
They aid not cons ider Kolb worth what he ‘had ‘already cost 
the party; and thererore, there was no place at that time 


3 
for any consideration af compromise schemese 


The Pemocratic ‘State Executive Committee met in Bir 
ringhan June, 1893; to consider the proposition of the 
JeffersonZen Demecrats, Ths comtttec sgresd that alt 
would be considered Lemerats who had voted for Cleveland 
and Stevens in the neticnal election of 1852 regerdless 
or how they voted in the state clection, ‘The committee 
wes enxious for heemony and for a reterm of Kolb's fol- 
lowers, cut 3% refused outright to set up eny educational 
cueliv2catiors Poy voting, for it would disqiality the 
white masses es well as the Uegro, 

Whe uyrcpesal of the JvePfersonien Lemcerata marks the 
first effort of the white man to diafrenchise the Necro in 


fisbarma, It received a stom of protest Prom Northern ag 
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well as Southern sources. 


The Domecratic ExecutiveCormittee of Marenso County 
as in absolute eccord with the state committee, The 
county committee held that the Negro could nos then be 
rnisd ous of dp tzics because the law ellowed hin to poCe 
end, uncer the existing circumstances, it was better for 
the Negro and the white man for Negroes to oLanel How 
ever, the Nerenzo Executive Committee laid down more 
strinsent rules Por the return into the party of the fol- 
lowers of Holb, Not only dia it demand that they should 
have votec far Cleyslend end Stevenson in ths jast nat- 
ional election, but elso in addition, it demanded that 
Eee yote> sign a pledse of allegiance to the rerty. 
Since this was mich mors than the state committee derman- 
ced, it crow reny objections fron those who desired to 
return, end from thoss within the party who were anxious 
to heal past boca ae 

weh criticiem was leveled et Herenso County by the 
state mess for having failed to arey Negroes to serve on 


ures, This criticism cans from those 
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who were in favor of Negroess 

The Jury Gri seion of karengo County requested an 
opinion of Judge Jares T. Jones, Judge of the First Ju- 
Gicial District, as to who should be chosen to serve on 
juries, Ee wrote: 


Select rrom the male residents or the county, 
over 21 and under 60 years of age, the nares 
of ali such persons who in your opinion are 
fit and competent to discharge the duties of 
grand and retit juries with honesty, impar- 
tiality, and intellicencs., 


The plan of selecting those for jury service "whe 
in your opinion are fit® was accepted by Herengo as a 
basis for the selection of jaorymen,. This plen for sex 
lecting jJuvymen and the county primery system vere known 
as the "Sarengo Plm," It was freely copied by other 
teinticaee By the adoption of this plan, Harengo was 
considered ths first county in the State "to redeem it- 
self from Negro domination? without the use of intini-=- 
dation and brate batces 
— de 2b9 Negroes, fhemselves, did not exsect to be 


chosen, Une mote: We are not ysc ready to de out on 
jaries, Seventy-five per cent of the ggroes an Varenco 
County do not understand the law and would not if it were 
told them.” (Letter of BR, E, Chess, Negro, to the Reform 
peace July 20, 1893). What the Uesro wanted, ae= 
orcins to one individual, wes eau ication and emancipation 

os the Republican party. He was beginning to realiz 
that the Southern people were bis best friends CoigCeac, 
Astwood, a Necro residing in New York City, in a letter 
auotee in the “Refor Democrat» October 12, 199k). 

2, The Linden Renorter, October 6, 16936 

Se Tad G.,5 October 15, 1393.6 

k, The Reform Democrat, July 20, 1693, quoted from 
the Cont somery Journ @ 


Although Negro, control was the paramount issue of 
the Marengo Plan, there were other pheses which should 
be mentioned in this conection. One question was how 
to settis the matter of representation in counky conven= 
tions, Uarengo was the first county to solve this qies- 
tion, Ths county did this by siving white and black 
beats a like representation, possibly five delegates to 
each beat, Another plan was one calling for & primary 
system This plan gave absolutes control of the party 
machinery to the whites because Negroes could be excluded _ 
from the primaries by party rules... This was furdament- 
ally the demand of the Jeffersonian Democrats as a pre- 
requisite for returning to the reguler organized party. 
This plan bore the endorsement of the chairman of the 
State Deroceratic Executives Cont teen 

The accelerated efforts of Alabera Lemcerats to con- 
trol the Yesro, coupled with the agsressive fight of 
Kolb for cemtrol of the perty with some Republican and 
Negro support, stirred up interest in the North end Easte 
Alebama editors were very antagonistic in their attitude 
toward the Chieago Tribune which sent a ste’? correspond- 
ent to Alabera to investisate end study the political 
situation. Harenco er Hale, deing Black Belt counties, 
were visiteé first. 
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The Alliance publication did all in its power to 
bring about a reconciliation between the two factions 
of the Democratic party. it pointed out that there | 
were three Nesro voters in Harengo County to one white 
voter; that, should they exert themselves, not only 
would they hold the balance of power, but also would hold 
that power seme As the election of 189) approached, 
the Alliance lesdoers tried harder and herder to bring 
about harmony. The new Editor of the Reform Derocrat 
called for the "subordination of versonal feeling® to 
the public good and beckorsd his Alliance friends to 
"have « firm belief tn the principles of the perty”® and 
"vote the ticket” in ths coming elections, In spite of 
all the efforts that hed been mede to reunite the Denes 
cratic party, the carpaism of 189 wag hard foucht ena 
bitter, Kolb was the natural leader of the forces op- 
posed to the "Organized party” end the leadership of the 
conservative Dermpcratic forces lay between Williem C, 
Oates of Henry County and Joseph P, Johnston of Jefferson 
Coonty. 

Kold's frien@s began wasing en aggressive cemmaim 
in tisererso County in his favor. They started early end 


soon assumed the nare Posulists end called on others to 
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come out egainst the "Organized Democratse” je Kolb's 
supporters held a top oe eting at Linden in the inter- 

est of his campaign. Dr. R, J, Harris was the principal 
speaker, Hs spoke chiefly in demunciation of Jones end 

in laudation of Kolb.” 

‘iitnout s careful analysis, it would seem cent Kolb! s 
cause was further strengthened in the county when it was 
found that his followers in “arenge had supported arri- 
son instead of Cleveland efter Weaver was eliminated, 
This left them outside the Democratic party since the test 
of Demceracy was "Did you vote for Cleveland? a> But an 
analysis of the elsctions of 1892 and 189) disprove that 
statement, Im 1692 Kolb received 2152 votes or hO per 
cent of the totel cast in “srengo for governors in 
169, ke received mily 1039 or 27 per cent of the total 
vote cast for fins 2 He received less than one-half 
eas many votea in 189] es in 1692 and the percentage wes 
smaller, Fence there is no proof that Kolb's cause was 
strengthened because those who voted for Harrison in 1392 
were eliminated from the Verocratic party, 

A fusion convention of Solb followers met in Birm 


1, ibid., larch 10, 1591, quoted from the Living 
truth, Greenville, Alnbama, 
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ingham, February 8, 169, for the purpose of adopting 
& PAL earabendinrecaring +e slate of candidates for state 
offices, As would be expected, Kolb was nominated for 
governor and a platform was adopted which advocated free 
coinage of silver, an income tax, free vote, an honest 
count, a tarir? for reverme, a removal of convicts Prom 
the mines, a chila labor law, and an invitation to tus- 
iness men cutside the state to invest in Alabama enter 
erie basa ; 

The Marengo Count Demperatic Convention mt in Lin- 
Gen, Hay 16, 189h, and selected eleven delegates to the 
state corvention, All were instructed to support Oates, 
The Jeffersonian Demoerats were supporting Joseph FP. 
Johnston for governor, tet they lost to the Oates dele- 
gates by a close vote. Oates received 5.2 ed Johnston 
39.6 of the votes cast, The delesates selected were: 
George T, Sinner, John C,. Webb, J, J. Kinz, E. Be HcCar= 
ty, ¥. YW. Bruce, E, McCaa, Dr. UW, H, Alien, S,. H. Pinch, 
S. G, Woolf, Dr, 7. J. Bettis, and J, &. Grothe & reso=- 
ution endorsing Jonn C, Anderson as candidate for attornm 
ey-goneral was acopted without a dissenting vote, Hins 
Walker was renominated state senator by acclamation, 


The convention selected D, J, Usador and D, I, Prow- 


1, Loore, op. cites Dp» 631. 
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eli as candidates for the lower house of the legislature, 
R. R. Poole, the Jeffersonian Dezocratic candidate, was 
defeated for the nomination by a very narrow margin,” 

The contest for nomination for the office of county 
superintendent of education by the convention proved to be 
rather exciting. ©, “%, Askew and WV, i, Thomas; tze ineum 
bent, were seeing the nomination. When their nares were 
placed in nomination, several of the Oates vsoinets aid 
not vote; and it soon became evident that a movement wes 
on foot to defeat Thorass “hen Demopolis cast its votes 
it was chalierzed by 2 mexber of its own delegation, When 
other Oates beats withdrew thsir votes, excitement rm 
high, At this juncture Aszew's neme was withdram end 
quist pestonecee Then the convention renominated Wanks 
Thoras for a second term, ke 

The convention endorsed Cleveland's administration 
and Jones's policies; but the ropresentatives were not in- 
structed to wte for John Tyler Horgan for tke United . 
States Senate, Morgen was a bi-netaliist; while the ra- 
jority; of the Democrats in Marengo adhered to Cleveland 
end the gold standard in 20Sh6 


The Democratic Stete Convention met in Monts semery on 
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2, Ackew'a name rade eee because the Priends of 
Askew and Peery head been treading votes. In the outccce 
of the trade Askov wes see losers at 
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Hey 22, Oates was in the lead for governor by a vote of 
2735 to 232 for Johnston on the first ballot; Johnston 
withdrew after the first ballot and Oates was nominated 
by _rticy atespnnetr 

When the Repudlisan convention asserbled in Birming= 
ham in April, there was a strong movement to endorse Kolb 
es the candidate for governor. Kolb asked ths convention 
not to do this until after the Democratic convertion had 
met. In this effort to "straddle the fence” he lost sone 
or his suppert from thet sources A resolution was passed 
urging the Negroes in sixteen counties not to register, 
so that thair votes cold mot be counted in the August 
primary, im those counties mere the Republicans Pelt 
that they conld control ths Negro vote, a strong effort 
was mage to get all to resister and prepare to votes for 
Kolb in the 4ugust Soin. yah 

Kolb heé a hard time financing the campaign of Ssh, 
He made a trip to Wgeshington in the early part of the year 
to get doth Republican money and political backing for 
his cenpaten, Es was eble to raise a few thmsand dol- 
lars and get some support. Northern politicians saw in 


this a chance to bresiz she Solid South and get more sun 


vu 
port for the cause of nrotection.s Govsrnor Jones wrote 





de L020 5 ag og 
Le “Jie 2 April 205 Wot. ¥ 
3, toid., Narch 19, 189). 





some of the Northern’ *senetors, explaining the part which 
Kolb had played in tho elections of 1390 end 1892, Upon 
learnings this, Kolb wrote Jones a very insulting. letter, 
accusing him of stealing the election of 1892, Govemoy 
Jonss did not rssnpond to this letter, out the unfazyoradle 
publicity which Kolb hac already drawn to himself kent 
many from leaving the organized party and giving hin sup- 
poche | 

The race for nomination for attorney-general, in 
which Zerenco County wee so vitally interested, was very 
clos6, ‘The Pinal vote on the thirteenth ballot was 255 


for James Fitts of Tuscaloosa to 219 for John C, Anderson 


Prom ths tire of the Desocratic conventioa until ths 
election, tre battle betwsen Oates for Organized Dero=- 
cracy and Kolb for Republicanism, Populism, and several 

ther Finrs” raced from one end of the State to the other, 
in spite of the advice of the Renudlican convention in 

Birmincham to do otherwise, the Negroes in HZarengo County 
resisterec in large murders, surficient to roll up a rous- 


v 
ins majority for the Democratic ticket, 


Alliance-Jeffersonian candidates, J, M. Miller, who on 
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posed lMims Valker forthe state senate, ard R. Gd, tae 
Sev, fey Michold: who opposed D. J, “eedor and D. i, 
Prowell for ee ea there were many accusations 
end counter-eccusations, and retorts of all vei gg ae 
from ons side ta the other. Many erties of "Zogs-mu1a" 

anc "Thig is a free country” were heard on ell sides, One 
peper atated: "If there was ever a greater mess, politi~- 
cally speaking, that has covered the sarth since the cay 
Adam transsreased the law, than the Eolb outfit, it is not 
serene } 

The results of the election the first Monday in 
Aucist, 189h, shovee s retority of more than 26,000 for 
Oates, Uarenso County seve decisive majorities to ell 
Dsmocratic candidates, Tse following tadle shows the 
relative strength of the Democratic party in Zarengo Count- | 
y in 139k, 3 
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The Harengo County Demoeratic Convention met in Line 
den for a second time August 25, 189, to select dele=- 
gates to the district convention in Eobile. Trenty-tro 
cdelesates were selected and were instructed to vote for R, 
H, Clarke for Conerenetd This was Clarke's fourth nomi- 


netion, 41n all of which Maerenzo kad supported hic, He 


a ee ee. 
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first went to Congresseix 1658, Guy C. Sibley of Hotile; 
presentative of tke Populists end Republicans opposed 


Clarve, Harengo's vote wes 191) for Clsrke and 152 for 


then the state legislature assembled in Montgorery, 
ergo County's senator and DepreseivalsVe s busiecé ther= 

selves with effairs -O2 tates Serstor Walker introencea 
a bill te exmend the election laws, Hescor advocated a 
bill to establish e county secre chock fCook toerd to selecs a 
uniform seriss oF text books for use in the state public 
schoolsy Paorei te ¢ Dill was crore local in ra tUres lts 
purpose wes to repeal the preninit ton lews in Necrolie, 
Hi, and Eorse Cree beats in Lerengo cotton 

The election of 189) showed pleinly that Aclbisx, 


Republicenisn, and Poou lisa, end other ai srupt ive ten- 

Genc ies were not Gesd, E Eermmnony er not been achieved; 

the Negro hed not been disirenchised; but the crest of 

the storm seemed to heve pessed. It remains to fsllew the 
efforts of the "Organized Party” to bring about harmony 
ent to heal the political oreach which had been created 


by three hectie struggies oF Gissatisfied elements in the 


Democratic perty for control of the party machinery end 
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pom 1595 to 19060, state and aational problems were 
pereniount issues for the people of Marengo County, 

One of the first appointments made by Governor Oates, 
after being inducted into office, was a successor to 
Judge Taylor Jones, Circuit Judge for the First Judicial 
District, who had died early 4n 1395. Leading newsparers 
suggested Jonn C, Anderson of Kerengo, Ue &, Anderson or 
C, J, Sorrey of Hobile, 3, T. Lackland of Clark County, 
¥» Fe Slover of Cnoctauv,. Governor Ostes appointed 
John C, Andersen to 2111 the une:pired tera of foe 

the original First Judicial ciresit was composed of 
Earengo, Choctaw, Cirri, lonroe, Washington, end Baldwin 
counties, ‘The legislrture in 2895 divided tho circzit, 
it pleceé Esldwin and “ashinston counties with Mobile, 
Warengo, “hoctaw, Clerk, and Monroe counties composed the 


new First “udicial Circevit over which Judse Anderson pre- 
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respects, also, the ciffetisution of 1576 was sorewhat out 
of step with the tires, In the years 1395-1096 the silver 
issue reeched a climax in the Dryen-McKinicy campaign, 

ena there was some wor yet to be accomplisksd in bringing 
aii the discontented elements into harmony witnin tre Dom 
ceratic party, Thase were the issues mich evoked the 
greatest enocunt of ciscusasion in the cavnty during tho 
period. : 


At the beginnins of tie eeoinistration of Governor 


Cates, tires were herd and the money question occupied 


much of the ettentim of “arengo politicians, Cotton vas 
1 
five cents per pound, _ One newspaper remerked thet the on- 
ly way to get money into circulation was for the ran who 
hed it to exchange it for zersthing else, It further 
stated thet the coinace of silver w2s not the solution, 
for tim goverment might buy and coin silver until the 
treasury vaults should burst with it, exc the sliver vould 
; 2 

tne silver issue wes a fector of corsideraole impor 

tomes in the national cesaion of 1692; but Crover Cleve- 


lami, the Democratic nominee, vas e staunch supporter oc? 
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give up the fight; and in the national campaign of 1896, 
the silver cuestion ues tho paramount issude The car 
peims for and against Pree silver were peer este sO Ale~ 
bara and to Marengo County, Williom Jennings Bryan of 
llebraska, a potential candidate for the Democratic romi- 
nation, met Richard EH, Ciarve in a joint debate in Hobile 
on duly 1, 1895, Sryen spoke in behalf of free silver ena 
Clarke fom a limited use of silver with the mlimited use | 
? gold, The debate created considerable interest and 
drew a large ences 
Governor Sstes voicea the sentiments of Clarke in 
the Eobils debate when he said: "There may Sees been 
times when free coinage of silver would have been proper, 
eri that tims ray core ezain, but it won't do now. 
On the cther hand, Senators Jonn 7, Morgan and Jeres 
S, Pugh spoke throughout Alabama in favor of Di-retallism, 
They spoke in Derorolis Saturday, Noverber 16, 1895, and 
crew a large crowd of people from Karengo and adjoining 
peers ha tieny comties and beats in 1895 orfenizea 
Pree silver cluds and bi-metallic clubs to asitate for 
more anc chearer ener 
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5, the Reform Demoerst, Jovezber 14, 295 

lh, The Einden Reporter, May 10, 1395. ‘The impli- 
cation is thet there vere suck clubs in CarenED Countye 
No mention, mowever, wes rade of them at this tine, 
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The race for noxjsetion for governor in 1€96lay - 
between Captein Joseph F, Johnston, who had- been defeated 
oy William C, Oates in 189, and Richare 3, Clarke of 


Ziopile, dohnston acvocated free silver, and Clerve stood 


In anticipation ef the coming election, Harenso Dem= 
ocrats beran to-put their house in order for & wiited ef- 
fort in benalf of their county and state candidates. The 
Harenso- County Exsentive Committee met in Linden Pebrmary 
12, 15945, and selected os J, King Chairman to sueceed 


Georse Stimser, deceassé, Ts County Derncratic Exeentive 





Comnittse srproved the ection of the state committee which 
hed previmsly adopted a resolution inviting all conser~- 
‘vative voters, irrespective of past political caifferences, 
to join in sending delegctes to. the epproaching state con- 
vention, ‘the invitation wae especially extended to shose- 
wo warted economical end constitutional goverment. and 
who would suprort the nominees and ths principles of the 
Derocratic party, The “‘arensgo County Executive Cormittee, 
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hovever, edded that the momise of loyn 
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a convention of the Democratic party of Harengo to meet at 
Limien, Anril 15, 1896, to select delegates to the st 
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convention, to be hold instiutsomsr;, “poil 205-4256. 
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@he call for veumken of 411 conservative voters wes 
not a hollow gesture for there were well estatlisted end 
ective minor perty organ izations in the county. Pere 
“hreet, chairnsn of the Kepublicen Executive Comittee of 
Larerge County, called 4 mass reating of the Republicans 
of tre County to meet at Cadets Chanel, April 15, 1696, 

A similar call had been nade by the Populist and Free 


» 


Silver parties to meet at Linden Larch 16, 
from the tins of the webing oF ths Cox unty Denocrat= 
ic Executive Committee, February 12, to the convention 
held April 15, the editors of the county pepers conducted 
en active canpaign for the principles of the party as cut- 
lined by the county committee, R, R. Poole, Editor of the 
Marengo Denseovat, was ospocisily active, On Bavch 2c, ho 
stati Liarentco Venocrst to use ey OSiS a5 268 . 


vrémacy in Marengo County, To - 


- 


power to maintain white su 
this end, is would endeavor to reunite and unify the 

factions upon a bests just and honorable to all, irrespect- 
ive of what candidate for any office wis belpeé or in- 
juved thereby, He believed in faithful, et 
in the election of a 
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written asreersnt of loyalty from returning Yenmocrats, 
for "There has never (en & tice in the history of Kerengo 
County which demanded mors prudence, wisdor, and fair 
dealing than Ansys 

In commenting on the political sltuation on the eve 
of the convention, the editor of tre Reporter said that 
the politics of Marengo County had been in confusion but 
that uncertainty no longer existed, There had been no 
fuss, mt the Democracy was lined up and no bluffing would 
cap pey = 

Ths county convention met in Linden, April 15, 1696, 
and rade the followins norinations: OD, J,.keador end D, 
H, Prowell were nominetedc by ecclamation as candidates for 
the Bouse of Representatives; Sheriff, P. B, Gless3 County 
Superintendent of Education, W K. Thomas; county trees- 
urer, W, L, BrasPields tax collector, Q. S, Adams; tax as~ 
sessor, J, L. Skinners coroner, H, EH, Archer; county com 
missioners, C. D, Walker, J. A. Netties, George A. Kile, 
end C, H, lavier, 

Delegates sent to the state convention weres S. J, 
Yoolf, John C, Webb, G. B. Wright, J. BH. tiinge, R, P, 
Allen, J. A, Nettles, H%. B. Glnss, WU. L, Brasfield, S, L, 


Striczland, ti, H, Allen, John E, Hecker, W. W. Bruce, Ee B, 
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icCarty, i. C. Harrison, D. J. Meador, Gesner Williars, 
0. D, Skinner, J. A. eteols, E. ©. Dozier, C. NM, Johnson, 
C. BE, Allen, and R ¥, Smith, 

The Populists put a full list of candidates in the 
field for county officers in Warengo in 1696, They in= 
cluded W, J, Alston and F, J. Griffin for representatives 
in the state legislature; 4, P, Lyles, sheriff; T, S. 
Lowry, tax collector; A. H. Grayson, tax assessor; E, R, 
Vaughn, treasurer; ¥W, BR, G:iinney, county superintendent of 
education; A, P, Dumas, BL, L, Simmons, F. EH, Norris, and 
Je B, Perkins, creer 

the state convention met in Montgomery April 20, 
1896, and nomtnated Captain Joseph F, Johnston for gover- 
nor and declared in unmistakable lansuace for free silver 
et the ratio of 16 to ral The followers of Captain John- 
ston in Herengo were Jubilant. ‘The Harengo Democrat wrote: 
®The eos rejoices in the success of its favorite, Ye 
believe he is the man for the cecasion, His nomination 
means a happys reunited, ang victorious Democracy." 

Jonnston faced A. T. Goodwyn of Montgox =OPF 3 who had 
been nominated by the Populists end Jeffersonians end was 


accepted by ths Lilly-thite Repudlicans, Goodwyn had been 
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one of the ring-leaders-in the Kolb party throughout the 
heated campaigns of 1890, 1892; sand 1891. Some of Kolb's 
ecetts 1 $ 
followers bed returned to ths Democratic folds sone re=- 
rained in the Populist rarty; and some rerged with the 
2 
Republican party to supzort Goodwyn, 
In en appeal for harmony in the Democratic ranks 
one Harengo editor wrote: 
In union there is strength; in division, defeat: 
end cisappointzent, No battle was ever won by 
a defeated amy; no organization ever succeeded 
in which unity did-not exist.a, A house divided 
ageinst itself cannot stends on 
And in the next issue this editor urged all tme Dem 
ocrats to resister, in ordsr to be eligible to vote in the 
August election and said in part: 
eesctermeal vigilance is the price of political 
safety end every Democrat in Marengo lmows it. 
Do not neglect one of your hishest duties or 
forfeit ete feet aioe or indifference your God- 
Given righte 
The Clarke men, who represented the conservative 
elenent of the. Demoorastic party, edhered closely to the 
eold standard; but they were loyal to party arfilistions 
and supported the nominee, Joseoh F, Johnston. One of 


them wrote: "It seers to me that the first anda Erestest 
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Guty of every Democrat is to register and to vote for 
Captain Johnston,” 

In the election of 1896, the Reformers, the Third 
Party, the People’s party or Popnlists, and the Republi~ 
: r=} 
cans all corbirsd against the Democrats. Of this comoi- 

nation, the Clark County Democrat wrote: 

The opposition ought to have settled down on 

a firm neme before undertaking to break up 

the old Democratic house which has been doing 

business eae eto Old stand for ebout one und 

red yearse ‘ 

As s result of the election held August 3, 1596, 
the Democrats were successfal in electing every one of 
their nominses in berengo County. The following table 
shows the relative atrength of Democrat’ and other parties 


cormbireds: 
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TABLE IIIT 


PSLATIVE STRE“@TIH OF DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
IN MARE2GO COUNTY Ill 1896 
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A survey of the table shows that in every instance 
the Democratic ticket won by 8 handsome majority, The 
insurgents had been routed and they were slowly to dis- 
appear and leave Harengo in the hands of the "organized 
Partye"™ 

From the election of 1596 to the present tine. there 
has not been a single instance in which the Democratic 
party has failed to carry every precinct in the county, 
What ceused the farmers of Marengo County to challenge 
the dominaree of the Demcerats in the elections of 1892, 
189, and 1896? A definitive answer to this question may 
not be found for Harengo County, but there are some facta 
that are worth noting, = wearin. So ee 

In the first place, it is interesting to note the 
topography of the county in relation to those precincts 
which geve majorities to Molb and the Alliance in the e- 
lections of 1692, BOs. and 1896s The surface features 


in four divisions, First, the northern eni of the a 
a 

4s considered typical "Black Belt" country, The lend in 

this area was held in large tracts by white omers, who 


generally lived in the villages and had their plantations 


1. Phillies, S. W., In Charsce, Deversctzs Re a5 
Winston, = Wieyak HeClure, Re diey and Snobel, z, ¥e5 Olt 
Survey of Serenso County, Alabama, United States Depart- 
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1 
vorked by Negroes undgr the supervision of an overseers 


The second division comprises what is called the "Flat- 
woods,” and doss not differ essentially in relief from : 
the Bleck Belt. The Southern boundary of the "Platwoods” 
fg ravked by a series of clay hills sometimes called the 
"Post-oak", end the westermmost group of these hiiis is 
called the "Rerbert Hills", designated on the physio- 
graphical map as "Lime Hillis,” The third division en- 
braces practically the southern half cf the county; or 
that pert lying south o2 the Flatwoods belt, ‘This third 
division comprises by far the roughest part of tke eee 
The sandy lamis of the southern part or the county were 
held in mech smaller treaets than those in the Black Belt, 
and the comers generally lived on the farms end conducted 
or personally supervised tre fara We eabienete The fourth 
@ivision comorises the river bottom lands along the Tom 
bigbee River, : 
in oxemination of the uaps of the elections of 1892, 
185k, end 1896 stows conclusively thet the Pees enh of 
the Allierce and Kolb support was in the region of sendy, 


hill lend, end small farcs, in 1092, Linden, Jackson's 
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Store, and Jefferson Peats supported Kolb, Pat & glance 

eters physiogrephical map will show that these beats lic 
within sendy regions, Jackson's Store Beat is especially 
hilly, rough, and poor; and the population was only 9éh, 

Therefore, 15 ssems not unrsasenadis to say that there is 
& definite relation between torogranhy and party affilin 

ations in the three elections under consideration, 


SR i as ald a al a 


4. 2 SESS, < TOImM AAPIAStAl<~- ~— ; o8. 
i, +his statsrens wag vor; GIfinicely supsorted oy 


o9l D, Jones, for Piftty years county Supveyars in conver= 
ction with the writer, His statexent has béer corrobo- 
ated by other prominent citkzens who were Darticinants in 
these elections, 
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TABLE IV 
ae “ooo = Horteagen 
Bacon ey ache oie05% ~- $19,986 
Demopolis 2125 515 — 56,805 
pore 2523 205k 55,koh 
Spring Hill 2599 1899 19 shP 
Deyton B91 3151 695297 
Faunsdals 3020 3575 15,522 
McKinley 3173 2129 32,659 
Linden ook 2612 33,12h 
Hills 27S 1976 6,021 
Nana?alia 1050 1335 18 ,622 
Dixons iis 2218 1237 53252 
Shiloh 2006 2397 85750 
Hermden 933 1536 22,907 
Horse Creel 787 717 Tah 
Pinevills Esl 1275 12,703 
Sweetwater Ligh 1521 12,686 
Hoboken 770 S13 12,258 
Jackson's Store 901 96h 124227 
Thozaston 1702 i7hs8 95727 
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1, Census Reports, Population, Twelfth Census: 1900, 
Particl V0 Laws oaT oO sane 

2, ortsare Books, inumbers 525 52s 54.2 Shs 555 and 
55, 1692, “iticS oF ths sudge oF Probate, warenge County, 
Linden, Alaberae 

3° Jefferson ana Linden Seats votec for Kolb in 1392, 
but at no other election; those underacorea twice voted 
tuo or more tires against the “Organized Partye" 
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Some snberesting, it not significant, facts are 
aeducible from the nbove and similar tables, The Popu- 
lation of those beats voting egeainst the "oOrganizea 

Party" wes 6550; whereas, those which voted solidly Zor 
the Democratic party hed a population of 205275. The 
total emount o? mortgages and crop liens recorded for the 
Democratic beats was $277,003; whereas, 1t was $93,22h 

for those beats which voted the Alliance ticket tro or 
more elections, ‘the amount of mortgages per person in 
Democratic beats was 313,563 whereas, it wes $10,90 in 
taose thst voted Alliance, The total population in 1890 
wes £5,193; ani the tetal shite aeeite was 759hibe 
Furthermore the Negro population of the Black Pelt, Post- 
oak, end Dottom areas preatly outmmbered that in. the 
third civision which wes a poorer farming region then the 
other tiree aes Finally, since a large part of the 
population ec? the rorthern part of the county was Hesroes, 
the amount of mortgages per white person in that section 
was Par hicher than in the white section of the southern 


part of the county, anc therefore, the credit of the whites 








i. Linden and vefferson beats are not counted in 
either total beceuse they voted for Kolb in 1892 and shoved 
tendencies of supporting both divisions, Also the poou- 
lation of the city of Domonolis was Gecuctec for that was’ 
the only plece in the county not clasaed as rurel in 1299, 
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in the Alliance beats was considerably limitede Credit 
and cheap money were two of the things that the Alliance 
deranded, 

in the absence of the tax assessment of real estate 
by beats, in the veriod of 1892-1895, 46 seems reasorabdle 
to state trat these sections, voting for Xolb and the Al- 
liance ticket, were economically poorer sections than 
those thet voted for the Democratic ticket. This also is 
enother characteristic of the Alliance movement throughout 
its history. Those sections needing more credit, cheap 
money, and government assistance, wére supporters of the 
Alliance; whereas, those sections which had credit and 
money to met their needs voted the old party tickets, 

therefore, it seems evident that Kolbdism end the Al- 
lianea strength in Marengo County to a considerable extent 
grew out of the economic plight of the people who gave 
support to ths movement, 

in the county end state elections of 1892, 189, and 
1896, ths Negro vote was a factor in the Democratic end 
minor party politics, There were those who wanted to de- 
bar the begro from voting. Others wanted an election law 


similer to that of South Ceroline which gave the richt to 
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vote to those Negroes.yho could read and int terpret the. 
Constitution, Some Northorn newspapers praised the South 
Corolina: law and one said in part".,.eiIntelligence end not 
isnorance is to be tis besis of b ae SSssae Southern 
nowsoapers, partimlarly the Montgorery Advertiser, took 
exceptions to the comments of Northern newspapers. 
Southern paners felt tmt the statements were sither out- 
right criticisms ov would become a basis of attack on the 
franchise privileges SEES to Negroes in the South. The 
Advertiser asserted that the South could go shead and do 
its eéauty in regard to Negro franchise and that "she (the 
North) wold think sll the more of us for it, be more ready 
to invest hae, and to live among eae . 
Commenting on the results of the county and state 
election ex editor said thet the election in farengo 
County was the most hotly contested in rany years, and 
muck of ths credit for the victory was dus to the heroic 
worl of the colered citizens, who repudiated the fusion 
ticket and doldly wored for the Democrats, Direct ap- 
peals were made to the Negro voters; their attention was 
alled to promises made by other parties which were never 


fulfilled. In cmtrast to these promises, their attention 





2, ths binden Renorter, Noverber 6, 1695, Quoted rron 
the Record of Chicago, 
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wes @irected to the things dme for them by their Lemo-= 
cratic friends and Girect appeals were made to them to 
support the hand that fed Hest 

In the primary of August 3, 1696, the Democrats 
nominated, in every instance, their candidates for the 
various cainty arPicsse i¢ had been equally successrul 
in the state aad In the national elections, which 
was to come early in November, the free and unlimited 
coinage of silver at the ratio of £ 36 to 1 was the chief 
issue, Ths Resudlicans were led by “cXinley, the Silver 
Dencerats by Billian Jennings Bryan, and Gold Democrats 
by John 4, Palmer, The majority of ths Populists support= 
ed Bryan for President tut Thomas E,.Wetson of Georgia 
was selected as their candidate for warps eet yess in 
Marengo County, the Demceratic nominees experienced strong 
opposition in the national election, for the Palrer Dero- 
erats hel a mass meeting at the court house in Linden 
Serterber 26, 1596, and put out a ticket. The Repibdii~ 
cars also organized and got as many Segrees as possible to 
Lins up rea In Harengo County, in the nation aL 


election, the Pelrer Democrats and Hepublicens were beaten 
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without much e#fort; in the stato elections the Denocrats 
were also siecessful; but in the national election, Mc- 
Kinley was the successful.candidate by a large majority, 

After the completion of all county and state elec- 
Simos, 2 general fseling of ootinmisn and self-cor2igence 
prevailed in the ranks of the Organized Democrats, one 
editor again wrote that he was glad to know that the great 
body of Marengo Democrats, without regard to their views 
on the money questions, stood faithfully by the nominees 
and prevented the country from sinking into the throes of 
Rapiit Asser oul Further he said, "There never was a tine © 
in the history of of the Anerican peoples when it was more im 
portent to ate for yhom you vere voting.” And again this 
sere paper wrote that, "He can rest now, assured of peace 
at homes, end goed government itn Alabama,” 

With county, state, and national elections over, 
Herengo leeders vere ready for the affairs of state and 
ccunty interests, “hen the lesislature of Alabama met in 
Eont comery in 1697, a very decided effort was made to push 
throigh a local bill arransing for the holding of a Cireust 
Court once each year in Deropolis and once at Linden, Ad- 


yocates of the bill pointed out that Demopolis was in ths 
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extrem northern poftion of Esrengo, so tit the long 
Gistance and bed roads worked a herdship on those st- ~ 
tenling curt, Should the bill pass, its opponents pointed 
out, the county would be obliged to have a jail in Dexop= 
olis for mpisoners, and that records and everything per 
taining to court, would of necessity have to be trars- 
portea to Demopolis for the sessions of court, The bill 
pesseda the Senste efter having been introduced by Senatar 
Welker, Resresentative D. J, “eador asked for a fey days 
to Gatemics how the whers oP Marengo felt about it. A 
petition was circulated and more than 1200 of the thite cit- 
4zena of Narenso siged, sisnifying their oppositions, 
Knowins that the people disapproved, ileacor was able to 
defeat the 5232 when 4t¢ cone up for passage in the House 
The legislature of that year passed a law providing 
fora Tax Commissioner in every county in Alabama end a 
State Tax Commissioner to coordinate the work, D, 4, 
Meador of Marenso was chairman of the committee on Vays 
em Egens and assisted in securing ths passage of the bill. 
We. i, Selgen was etointen to the newly created office in 
tarengo, is work was to cite for a raise those tho, hs 
believed, ma been listing their valuations too low. in 


less thana year’s tize, he had raised the taxadle value 
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of Marengo County property more than $300,000 and had éone 
his work so quietly that he had 3. created mach frictions 

Early in 1898, the stage was being set for another 
political battle. Issues, parties, and candidates were 
Giseussed at every cross-roads store and post orfica, 

The Reporter early urged harrony an the renks of the Demo 
cratic party when it urged the white people to stand to- 
gether upon one platform, "Alabama and her peace,” 

This eppeal evidently did not fall on deaf ears for 
the Populist perty ret in Linden on Febrmary 6, 1898, ana 
adopted the following resolution: "Resolved, That ve en- 
ter ard taka part in the next Derocratic primary for La- 
rengo Connect As indicated by this resolution, thers 
was ‘Little opposition to the Deroeretsa in the election of 
1898, For governor, Marengo cast just 90 votes against 
the Democratic namines, The following men snnounced Lor 
the stete legislature from Karengo: for the lower house, 
J, Kk, Hiller, D, 4, Prowell, J, H, Ceorze, end R, Rs 
Poole; for the state senate, J, J, King, and D. J, Heedor, 
these men were endorsed by the local paver as reguiar Dem 


¥ 


eratse Host of these men had been prominent in county 








» idid., September 2, 1897. 
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politics for several yeers. ‘eador had served four terms 
4n the lover house of the state legislature. As will be . 
surmised from the contest in the county conventions, each 
had a cmsiderabls following in the county. | 

With Little or no opposition, tae Democratic varty 
actea with speed and dispatch, ‘This is evidenced dy the 
rearmss of the metings of the governing bodies of the 
county and state party organizations, The County Execu- 
tive Comnittes was called by the chairman to mest April 
9, the county convention April 15, and the state conven- 
tion, April 20, 

Vhen the county convextion assembled, it had the task 
of nominating candidates for the state senate, house of 
representatives, probate judgs, selection of the execu- 
tive committee for the comty, and delegates to the State 
Derceratic Convention, which was schkeculed to meet in 
Hontgorery April 20, 19938. 

The nomination of a state senator was the first iten 
of business am ceveloned into a spirited contest. Hins ~ 
Volker, the ineurbent, J, J, Hing, end D, J. Keador were 
the cendidates,. Yor a tice, the convention was dead= 
locked. After the eichth ballot, the count stocd: 


. 


Meagor, 56: Kine, oh: Welker, 27. A motion was meee to 


arop the neme of tr lowest candidate after the next bal- 
Pp eee 





ee 
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lot, There was considerable discussion as to whether 
the dropped candidate's strength should be prorated; but 
this was finally voted out. J, J, King's name was with- 
drawn and on the final ballot the vote stood: Meador, 
533 Walker, 3k: hence, Meador received po ey Ee be 
R, R, Poole and J, i, “Willer were nominated without micn ~ 
discussion for representatives in the lower house, 

The selectim of a nominse for probate judge was 
also rather trombdlesoms, The three candidates weres 
S. P, Prowell, Willien L, Srasfield end Willien Cunmnine— 
ham, After thirteen ballots, the strength of the candi- 
@ates beins about equally divided, the naues of 3, B, 
Jackson was also placed before the conventions This did 
not help natters; and efter the 16th ballot 4t was roved 
to witheras the names of tyo candidates with the smaller 
mumber of votes, Agzain discussion as to prorating the 
strength of these candidates followed, but the dels=- 
gates @id not anpreve of prorations The nares of Jackson 
era BSrasfield were withdrawn, and on the last ballot 
Provell received h6 votes end Cumninghem 12 votes, Prow 
ell was thus nominated, , 

That the county convention made sace Wise choicss for 
the state lesislsture is evidenced by the fact that all 


wore given important pieces as chairmen or members of 
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important committees, Meador was made chairman of the 
Committee on Finance end Taxation in the Senate of 1898, 
Nie had already been chairman of the Committee on Vays 

end eens in the house. He was also a xexber of the Com 


1 4 
mittee on Agriculture, In the house, Pools vas rade. 


chaizman of ths Committee on Acriculture and a rember of 
the Ways end Means Committee snd Local Legislative Com 
mittee, Miller did not set the chairmanship of a com 
mittee but tas a member of the Judiciary, Public Buila- 
ings, and Institutes pereretscs 

Ths matter of selection of delecates to the state 
convention anc of morbers of the Democratic Executive Com 
mittee for the county was not troublesome and-was soon 
Gimensed with, ns dclesates to the convention at Mont- 
Gorery were as follows: D. d, Meador, C. Be Eilier, S, 
R, Bethea, T. J, Jackson, Ben, F, Elrore, J, 8, Grisc, 
FR. R, Poole, 0. Brame, Wi. A. Vooten, HW. 4, Lewis, and T, 
J, Bettis, Tho members of the County Executive Committee 


who were to serve two years were as follows: 








Bredford's Store J, A, Bradford 
Dayton : 0, Erars 
Leronolis E. B. lictarty 
Dixors Mills Ad ite PERE S| 
Feunsdale ~- . &- H, Dolling, Yr, 
1. lLoid 
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Hamden i 7, S. Lowry 

Hills T, J, Jackson all 
Eobdolxen Je A. Hasty 

Horse Creek ; S. F, Estes 

Jefferson : C. B, Yhitrield 
Jackson's Store R, C, Ballou 

Linden John E, Hecker 4 
Eacon T. UW. Poole 

Nekinley R. C, Yooten 

Nens?alia ; J, 3B, Williams 

Hizons C, B, Thoras 

Pinsevyilis WU, Jd, Soyly 

Shitch C. H, Héiler 

Sysctyater Uw. J, leris Z 


Eefore final adjournment, the comty convention in 
structed the delegates tc vote for VW, HE, Tajloe for chan- 
cellor am for. John C, Anderson for judge, The senators 
am representatives wore instructed to supnort Ben P, 
Elmore of Dezopolis for cirecutt solicitor, The convyent- 
ion resolved to make nominations in the future by a white 


primary, and finally it endorseé the administration of 
2 


When the state convention assembled April 20, 1896, 


- 
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4t found Little to ®o-as mactically all of the candi- 
Gates for major offices were unopposed, Joseph F, 
Johnston was nominated for enother term, The opposi- 
tim to the Democratic party in Alabama had so nearly 
vanished that the gereral elscsion in “ugust created 
scarcely a ripple of excitement. Nomination by a Demo= 
eratic convention hsd become almost tantamount to elect- 
jones G,. D. Dems of Shelby County, the Porulist oppon- 
ent of Jchnston for governor, received only 90 votes to 
Johnston's 1755 in Marengo in August 1696, ‘here was not 
a sirgie nominee by the Denceratic party for a county of 
fice eosessd Dy any candidates, The hishest vote in the 
county in oprosition to a Democratic nomines was regis= 
tered egainst John W, Aberecrombis who EE in the race 

for state superintendent of education, His two opponmts 
secured only 12h een George Ws. Taylor of Demopolis 
was reelected to Congress from the First District. 

For several years there kad bee considerable agi<- 
tation for a constitutional convention to frame a new 
coistitution for Alebama. Yinally the convention was 
called by the legislature, and liarengo County set about 


naming delegates early in 1899. The durning question be- 


etives to this conventions At once, there came a dereand 
for the selection of "the ablest, wisest, and treest men" 
for these i atesa Harengo leaders were in accord with 
the sentiments of the Harion Stendard which wrote ‘oe 
2isieal honor should i De put aside for less important oc- 
casions, and none but the wisest and most Learned should 
be selected? | The suggestion was made and prncesca by 
the leading newspapers that the state's ex-governors, 
Jones end Oates, should be sent to the constitutional 
convertion, Several pace Marengo men were mentioned 
to represent the county ts such ea constitutional con- 
vention, Host favorable mention was made of Willian 5, 
Clarke, D. 3, Heador, John 3, Minge, and Janca H, wtller 
The Herengo County Convention met in Linden, Naerch 
225 1899, to select three delegates to the constitution- 
ai convention and eleven delegates to the state conven=- 
neve Judse W4lliom Cunningham wag nominated by acecla- 
mation to represent the county at large, John H, Minga, 
William E. Clarke, and J, it, Hiller were the other ieee 
candidates from whom two were to be selected, On the 


first ballot, UWinge end Clerks vere chosen. Delegates to 








Mewin id as January 6s 1699.» 

2. Toid. a3 February Os 10996 

3 Sota ., January 13, 1599, quoted from the Hons 
comer "ASvertisor. v 

oy ibid., Jamary Gs end Hebruary ahs 10993 the 








Merengo Demoeret, Jamary 265 1699. 
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the state convention yere appointed as follows: Te ds 
Jackson; Fe Ge Stictmey, E. B. KeCarty, D. C. Moseley, 
P, B. Glass, John J, King, William Grant, C. B. vhit- 
field, George FP. Nichols, and W. H, Selden, The follow- 
inc resolution was adovteds: 

Resolved, That it is the sense or this con~ 

vention that in the event of a new constitution 

being framed for this state provision shall be 

made for its submission to the people for rati- 

fication or rejection before,it can become the 

organized law of the state. 

The State Demceratic Executive Committee met in 
Montcorery April 21, 1699, and went om record as epprovm 
ing the constitutional contact Tones Just a few days later 
the Harenzo Executive Committse met and approved the 
action of the state Enea SESene 

Considerable opposition grew up in the State to the 
calling of such a convention, In response to 4 circular 
letter sent out by the governor, three chief groumis of 
opposition were found, namely, 1t would cause serious 
division in the party; it would be opposed and voted a= 
gainst by loyal Democrats; and if it should fail, it 


would seriously dazage the party. Acting on this infor~ 


mation, en extra session of the legislature repealed ths 








ps 
Lay bones yy Gotehetets! hs 1899. 
3, Ibid., May 5 1699. 
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$2 ih, 1899, quoted from letter urit- 


: 
ten by Joseph F, vohnstone 
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call for a convention. “The Marengo delegation divide 
on the question of repealing the act for calling the con- 
ventiens lijlier stood with the repealists, but Poole and 
Meador opposed net Se powevers this only delayed two 
years a constitutional racy eR STUER ETE for in 1901 4Alabara 
edonted a new Porernt ion which practically disfran- 
chised the Romo 

One or the chief aims of political leaders was to 
merge completely ali divergent factions of the Derocrat- 
ic party. this becam a gemine necessity as a prepar 
ation for white suprecacy uncer the tutelage of the Dex 
ocratic partye This pertiy accounts for the repeal of 
the call for the constitutional convention, That this 
wag evident tn the minds of the leaders in Marengo is 
demonstrated by the inclusion of e resolution of the 
county convention 4pril 13, 1698, providing for making all 
future nominations by white primaries. Strong editorials 
and letters in the county papers indicate ea desree of in- 
tensity and detezmminsation not often found in county poli- 
ica ae in the solution of the problem of the Negro vote; 
the advice cf nationally known Alabama political figures 
was sought, These leaders responded, among them Congress=- 
pets Se ae ae 


2 fee © t ; 
vnderyoou GSEs Gis #\1lnea wns Sb uous 2 
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ete pias Lay 125 15996 
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35, Karengo Vexoereats Septexber 9, 1899, quoted fron 
letter written by We A. suinney; Ibid., Jamary 26, 1699. 
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The richt of suffrage is at the foundation of 
our governmmt. When the power of the ballot 
4s siven to unfit or unscrupulous men, 41t wilh 
end in corruption, produce bad laws, dishonest 
lezisletion end a corrupt judiciary...the Arjen 
race is the only race that has ever Imow the 
art of self-government. They have never bowed 
to the domination of an inferior race and never 
will, As long as present conditions rerainy you 
will not see anything but the Solid South. Uo 
political question will ever become more, domi- 
hant then the richt of self-government, + 


After heving been nominated by a white primary ecm 
2 

cording to the convention resolution of April 15, 1898, 
the following men were elected to the various offices of 


Marengo County in the election of 1900: 


Sheriff Alonzo L, Hasty 
Pax Collector Q. S, Adexs 
County Treasurer W,. L, Brasfield 
Tax Assessor Tom Grayson 


Superintendent of Ecucation C, 7. Ssunders 
Corcne> Herbert Carter 
The nomineesto the lover house of the legislature 
were &, J, “oolf and J, 3, Williams, who were Instructed 
to vote for John T, Morgen for the United States Senate. 
R. R, Poole was endorsed for Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Delogates to the stste convention were? George W. Tay 
lor, T. F. Howze, UW. HE. Selden, D, J, Meador, Dr, D, Ce 
a oe D 34) Ds Jones Olle A, i Skdemerseand 


Een F, Elmore. nat 


vy Oscar W. Underwood. ae, 
©, The Linden Renorter, April 22, 1695. 


(Of this entire group, only two are prominent in 
the political circles of the county today, A, L, Hasty 
was appointed high deputy sheriff in 1896, and was e- 
lected sheriff in this election. He has been probate 
judge for the nast thirty years, and is considered today 
the most influential political figure in the county. The 
other, Ben F, Elmore, has been connected with the polit- 
ical destinies of the county since before this election 
and is today Cirmist dudes for the district of which 


Marengo js e parte 
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CHAPTER IIT 
THE ECONOMIC HISTORY OF MARENCO COUNTY 
FRO 1590 to 1900 

Marengo County Prom early settlements to tre present 
tize has been primarily an agricultural countye It pos- 
sesses muck rich land which is well edapted to crops and 
grazing, nptiae eesderee of the agricultural economy of 
the county was the prevalence of slavery to 1865 and, 
since early settlement, the Negro population has out-= 
muxbered the whites abovt three to ae Marengo County 
has few natural resources other than its rich lands, It 
had some timtery but it has long since been depleted al~ 
most to the vanishing point, 

it will be the purposs of this narrative to give at- 
tention to wiatever manufacturing thet developed or exis- 
tea from 1890 to 1900, to the agricultural situation, 
banking amd credit facilities, transportation and commn=- 
ication developrents, and to other incidental enter= 
prises, 

in the period of this study, Harengo had some enter 
prises classed as manufacturing, In 1690 there were seven 
tar OO} mas 


s—7 . a ae ee ee 3a 
uping estadliah=ents, esmploying 21 peoples, sr an 








1, Consus reports for the pericd 1€50 to 1950 show 
thet the range waa from nearly S$ to 1 in 1530 to a little 
over 23 to one in 1950. See table page98. 
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average of three per establishment. These seven es- 
tablishments: bade eee on tented es of only $9,300, 
or $1,323 per eee Harengo has been a great 
cotton and timber county, consequently, menufacturing 
establishments have been primarily cotton gins and the 
smali timber industriss, The papers of the county for 
ths decade do not carry any edvertisements of any other 
type of business, 4n inquiry among the older citizens 
of the county revealed that other forms of manufacturing 
had been done in the cainty in the perlod of this study. 
Probabiy the larsest seveciisoment to develop was 
the Alabama Cotton Cil Commany, first organized as the 
Arsrican Cotton 012 Compenye This plant employed approx 
imately twenty-five men, The Leader Oil Company, elso of 
Dezopolis, constituted ea prosperous concern, éven though 
smnller than the Alsbama Cotton 011 Company. Foth plents 
continued to do a prosperous dusiness for a number of 
years after the pericd 1590-1900, John C. Vebb end Son, 
beginning cpiginally as John C, “ebb, had a thriving 
ginmnery end compress, the compress business has been 


= 


given up and in its place, the company has developed an 
extensive warehouse business along with a modern ginnery, 
his firm kas been in business approximately fifty years, 


end remaing a leading business of its kind in the county 





eee 


a ee ee ee 


1. Census Renorta, Kamfact uping s Eleventh Census: 


1590, Peary oi is “Vor e iis peirrone 3o0- oS e 


et the present tires ~~. 

Sore development of the lumber business occurred in 
this period. Two of the largest lumber mills developed 
at Demopolis, The Black Warrior Lumber Company cneented 
in the period 1990-2900 and still does, though the timber 
supply is decreasing rapidly, ‘nother mill under the 
name Mitchell~Kirven lumber Company saved lurber for a 
long time, but has discontimwed now, No evidence has 
been fard to indicate the amount of lumber mamfectured | 
periodically or the marber of exploysese 

Ths nlentation sawmill, erist mill, and gin which 
supplisa little more than loeat neeas were scattered 
throushout the county. Exceot in Demopolis, no record of 
eny other typs of manufacturing existed. 

Renorts and records indicate that Earengo was fairly 
prosperous during the rporiod as 4 whole, but fait to give 
the wase scale, All records that might give this inform 
ation hava been either destroyed or escened the attention 

the writer, and the older citizens cannot give mich ad= 
ditional kelpe 

However, the county made some geins in the cecade 
following 1890. In 1900, the number of manufacturing 


bs re 


establishzents had grow from seven to eichty. The total 

















1, This information on manufacturing in icrenso was 
rnishee tho writer through conversations with dJudse Fen 
Fr. Elm re ard Judse HE, Ae Fersert of Demopolis and suo- 
stantiatea by other older citizerns-of that city end else- 
where in the countye 
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capitalization in 1590 smounted to $10,619, or about 
$5507 per estabdlisirent, whereas in 1890 the total cap 
talization had been $9,296, an averege of approximately 
$1328 per establishvent, ‘The industries in 1890 Earered 
cn average of three men rer establishwent, whils thosa 
in 1900 averased 5.25 ware earners per “a ai 59 ee eee de 
incustry made a significant sain, but the total amount 
Was hot impressive at the beginning or the end of the 
pericd here considered. 
in the decade the preducts of the farm brought in 

the largest incore, Of the farm products, cotton was by 
far the greatest sinsis source of income, For several 
eecades previous to 1900, there had been a steady in- 
crease in the number of acres devoted to cotton, end of 
the muxber of bales produced. Another trend mst not be 
overlooked? the dimimition of the acreage of the farms, 
Thess facts can be had at a glance from the follcwing 
tables. | 


ee ee; 





——____ cee eee 


1, Consis Renorts; Manufacturing, Twelfth.Census: 
LGUG, Volsa VEtts fart IT, 500 z 
=F 2 ere Wc 3 SPO tt5 Da’ Ve 
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TABLE V 
. een. 
COTTON ACREAGE 


epee re er STNES ere = rn eens Serre 
— ee 
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Year ae 
1880 80,790 5 . 
1890 9,050 : 
1960 1873979 


TASLE VI 
COETON PRODUCTION (BALES) 
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Yeara Bales 





— a ge eens 
6 23,451 
1859 313651 2 
395C5 . ; $2,911 











PARLE VII 
SIZE OF PARIS 

















Size in 

heres 2860 ____3699_____2900 
Over 1000 acres 88 eee 10 
500 to 1000 ecres 1s = 2 
100 to 500 acrea a 

Less than 100 acres i9hs! 2712 8 nb? ? 


ee ee 








1, Census Renorts, Agricultura, Tenth Census: 18&0, 
Vole VI; Dp, L2l-izee re maw 
2, Ibid., Eleventh Census: 1090; Vol, Ve Ds 3930 
=r SS or". - 
3, lbide, Iwelrtn Census: 1900, Vol. V, Part IIs De 
is0, ee ae 


Le Ldbides Ze ih Census; 1EE0, Vole VI, Be 1226 
v6 
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be oe ae — qe 
EO Ot. bie venta nen vensuss 1690, Vole Vs De ee 
De ~UlLCles Twelzse Ce nSu3 2900, Vol. Vy Ef shea LEE OR 8 





{es Ibid.e, Tenth Census: 2660, Vol. VIITy pe 50. 
8, Ipide, nleversn Census? 1090; Vol. ¥Vs De 120-2 
9, told., swelttn Censuss 1900, Vol. ¥,) Part Is) De 


The production of over thirty thousand bales of? cot- 
ton by nearly nine peoteend white Pepa etion. is rather 
large, This is a roduction of 3,735 bales per thite 
person in the county in 1900, In the sazs yoars thes ay 
erage nurber of bales per white person in Aladara yas 
1,082; and in the six leading cotton preducing states 
the muber was only 1,126 bales per white acer The 
high precuction of cotton in the county is due to several 
factors, For one thins, Harengo still crerated on the 
plantation basis, using larce amounts of Negro labor, in 
the year 1500, the Negro population murbered 29,h7h ana 
the thites only 8&1; shereas, in the state as a whole 
the whites outmmbered the Segroes by a ratio of 17h ta 
G26 : 

| Vergy few Regroes owned their farzs in this perivgy 
The great increase in acreace ead production in Nerengco 
was begiming to be typical of the South as a whole, 
Hences prices were depressed, Often cotton sold for as 
little as five cents rer pound and sometixes even less. 
individuals end Parrers! organizations began to look for 
& way te avid depressed prices, They sought crecit in 


EBurore with which to hold cotton off the merket, and perm 








1, “cm vomistion of Merenso County in 219005 see vn. 





Gis 
2. Consus Reports, Ponulation, Twelfth Cenms: 1900, 
Part L05i¥ole £15 DD. 256-503 iDidss eee TItUrS, Pars 
Loz 


ts eV. Va he33 in this tomnect WES interesting 
recuired three ecrea to produce a bale In 


= 
o it 
Lerengo in 1690 and three and three-tenths, in 1900, 


fected plans for acreage reduction. In 1890, the state 
Yermers! Alliarce rede an arrangement with a syndicate 
of Europoan capitalists to advance $352 per bale on tvo 
million bales of cotton at a. yearly interest of fox ar per 
cent, Prominent cotton men nprsdicted that thse withdrawal 
of this amount of cotton from the market would advance 
the price a cotton to twelve or thirteen cents per pound 
ina crip + was also thought that 1° the Farmers! 
Alliance could arrange to hold the cotton it would be 
better then committing the government to the policy of 
getting a comer on the neceasities of Life.” Crop re~ 
@iction vas urged on the Parrers by the Cotton Growers 
Association, Its President, Hector D, Lane, mace an arm 


peal to county and locel sroups in behalf of reduction 


and warned them that three-cent cotton the next yeer would 


5 
mean a gensral crash, 


Marengo leaders were not slow to see the advisability 
of crop reduction. They pointed out that the cotton 
market would rerain low as long as Guction exceedad. 
the Genend, They uweged the farmers to recuce the acreace 
oy one-thindi. This world insure a better prics for cot- 
ton, more money in the Parner’s ay end ecditional 

$ 
eacresse to raise other farm productse Tnsse leaders 


7, the Linden “sporcer, “Sontember eka egatel: 15902 guoted 
from The Montzonery Advertiser. : 
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2e did. e 

3, loiGes Fabruary 225 1895; quoted from letter writ- 
ton by Eector D, ase 

fi itepl tDldes Senterber 245 19h. 


called attention to the fact that the crop of 1595 agg 


tens 


geted the enormous total of 9,901,251 bales, (Meremco's 
production was about 30,000 bales) and greatly exceeced 
the demands of ths worla's manufactures of cotton pro~ 
Euctss 

in the late nineties, the farmers seemed to have a-~ 
Gopted,; to some extent, the plan of screage reduction, ani 
the growing of heme supplies, One fermer in the avtum 
of 1897 had, fa example, provided himself with 229d 
pounés cf pork prepsred from ten hogs, Commenting on - 
this ani other simile cecurrences, the Renorter pointed 
Out thet Hererngo wonlc send out of the county less ronsey 
for sucpliss that yeer than eny since the Civil Bar, It 
pointed cut, furthermore, that if this policy were con- 
tinued, the rrosperity of the fermer would be insured end 
one wa:ld not hear of hare times eny a 

In their efforts to keep cotton off the merket by 
acreage reduction end holding for a better market, the 
Harengo fermers head the cooperetion of Harengo business 
men, dohn C. Yeod of Demopolis advanced money on cotton 
throughout the nineties, thus preventing the necessity of 
throwing it on the market too rapidly, In the autum of 
1297, Louis Toverd cf Mobile, a relieble cotton man, 
1, Marenco Teeoceate Jenuery 9, 1696, quoted from a 


he 2 ne a, eres 
temphis Cotton Exchancés A 2 
2, the Linden Renorter, damuary Sl, 1697s 
Eo 


offered to advance tusnty Acllers a bale on cotton sent 
hin, end to hold 4t until the following springe Keny 
Kavengo farners took advantage of one or the other of 
tsese es: 

fag efforts mt forth by the farmers and farm leed= 
ers hed convinced the Permers of the value of holding 
cotton end achieving ecreage recuction to boost the price 
of cotton on the market, They had come to see also that 


it tools an unde amunt oc? transportation to carry the 


; 


ray products to New Englers and then to ship the finished 
prodiet back, They cars to delieve, at least some of the ° 
advanced ones Gid, that an Increase in the price of cot- 
ton would tring the cotton mamfacturers closer to the 
fields o2 wcduction, in @der to eliminate as much of the 
costs of transportation as poesanseny The farm leadsrs 
pointed ous those countries were most nrosperous which 
wanuPacturea their om rev meterials, HEsrengo leaders 
were nob slow to fall in ree It was further vointed 
out that climate, taxes, and competition were factors 
waiech wero already bringing Northern and Eastern riils in- 
' 
to ths Sowhe 


Marengo papers were continually doing all they could 
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« LOlGe,y September ah, 3599, quoted from Ths Nesh- 
vilie Ar ISTACEN» 
Sen the Laren nco Democrat, September 1h, 189. 
Thid Le TS 
2 Ibtc., Noverber 2, 1099, quoted from the Mont- 
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to coax textile mamfactiring into Marengo County, but to 
the present time no textile industry has located in that 
county. It was also a policy of the leading papers of 
the county to invite imcisration into the county, mt in 
1900 Marenso had only 75 people of ry pa re ix 
misrants had, however, cozme into Merenzo from other perts 
of the United States, and their description of the fer- 
tility of the soil, the cheanress of the land, ona other 
favorable circumstances favored eee tine 

The canvaio for reduction of cotton screase seared ~ 
to have hei sans beneficial resvltss The farrers turned 
their attention to raising diversified crops and live 
pris: 

Some idea of the value and numder of farm aninalis 45h 
Marengo County in 1900 may be obtained Prom a study of 
the following tables, This also is an indication of éi- 











versificat ion, 

1, tbid., Jamary 23, 1696, 

ae? 7 sd : A ee Gas Pegtge 

2. +he Linden Revorter, August lt, 1696, quoted from 
letter written by R. P. Sormerkaup to Hore end Farm 

Se Iibid., Jamery 31, 1897. ‘The Importance which 
these features kad attained is showed in the table pase 
cS 5 as 
G5 from the census reports for 1900. 


. wen, 


{ABLE VIIT 
: 2 
FAR" ANIMALS IN HARENGO COUNTY If 1900 








ee EE ee 
EXnG Se. eee eee _luxber 
Meat enimals 20,286 
Dairy cows 6527 
Horses and mules (over 2 yrs. old) 8,05 
Sheep- all ages 29295 
Goats 33017 





eee 











Value of aerestic anirals . $381,930 
Received from sale of animals 36,631 
Value of enimals used at home 75525 








er ee ee 


em 


1, Census Reports, Agriculture, Tvelfth Census: 
1900, Yol. V, Part tI, be leas 
Le ibid, 
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uF 
FARM PRODUCTS IN MARENGO COUNTY 1900 








Heme of Noxmber 


Protact Acres _ 

Corn 163575 
Oats 1,050 
Rye 2 
Yheat 6 
Rice ol 


Prairie Grass hay 70 
Billet end mun 


gsearian g¢rasses Pats 
Alfalfa hs 
Clover bi, 


Other tame erasses 670 
Green graizs for 


hey 7 
Forage 25 
Corn stalss 
irish potatoes 95 


Sweet potstoes 

Other vesetables 1110 
Suger cene éEh 
Sugar cans syrep 

Sugar 

Sorginum wn5 
Tobacco 6 
Beans i 
Peas Lol}: 
Peemzts 175 
Broom corn a 
Aopiss 

Cherries 

Peackes 

Pears ~ 








i» Census Revortss pepicultures Pwelfth 


_Basheis 


1979595 
233535 
10 


50 





re 





Amounts 
__fons Pounds Gallons 
26530 
65 
2 
1410 
139 
125 
(1762 
9 
ho oh 
300 
| 10,187 
1220 
20 
Coensuss 
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Cotton stiil held,.a_ yery important place in the 
agricultural and economic life of the county in 1900, 
That year Marengo County farmers planted 107;979 acres 
of cotton and raised 32,911 bales. Tne value of all 
nroverty in the county at the close of tre period studisd 
was $5,l;7s7126 At the beginning of the cecade, the value 
of all property hed been estimated at $3,281,515. This 
was an increase of 80426651979 @ reasonable inerease in 
value, am indicates ennotderehte prosperitye 

The greet imereasea sn cotton acreage, total dales 
produced, and the mmber of the small farms mist not be 
taken es an indication that the farmers of Harengo County 
aid a cash business. In 1899, 222 farms were under a 
mortgage to ths amount of $159,729, or an aversgs of a- 
bout $3.60 per acre for the exount top yep this does 
not include the crop Liens given by the farrers to their 
merehsnts for advances to make the cropSe That wee 
will probably never be knowns The question is at once 
raised as to how the farmers secured credit. 

At least three possible sources of cre ecit existed in 
that poricd, Frobably the best mown end most widely 


used was the rerchent who edvanced some money ond many 





1, Canss 2 neports> keviowlture, Eleventh Census: 
1890, Voi Vy Part ifs De USttle 

2e Cen 21Sus Ronorts, Real Estate Hortgeses » BLeventhn 
Census * 1090, Vol. XII, De “S5U.e 








supplies to tho farmer.and took the well-Imown erop-lien 
on the crop, which the farmer hoped to raise and deliver 
in ts autom, 


but he could hardly find any way to escape it. 


study of plantation accomts can give any adecuate idea 


of the amounts involved in 


This study would be only approximate, for most of the 


records Mae been destroyed or are not available for 


atudye . 


Losns msde by indéividials, acting as agents of fi- 


nancial instiimtions,; lecated outside the state, usually 


in New Yor: € 


winter and spring, the coun 


City, Kf 


furmiekss a seconc source, 


these yearly transactions. 


47 papers carried advertise- 


This system wes the Nemesis of tre fara Ors 


in the lete 


ments of these agents, vsually represented by a local at~ 


Corners s~ 


offering leans on gocd farm lands. 


Eany adver= 


tisements can be found in these papers over such familiar 


names es Len PF, 


Elmore end John C. Anderson, 


The amount 


ZL 
involved in this type of loan no doubt was considerable, 


fnother source of credit 


prises was t 


> L. 
was establis 


tee leading 





1, The Linden Reporter, 


iasuos tco 


2. The Deropolis Tice 
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hed in Demorolis in 


bans of the 
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the countye 
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The first permanent 
‘of this tyre, The Robertson Eanking Corpany, 
15870 end hes been one of 


county un to the present time, 


and otner 


for farming and other enter 


Industrial meses October 
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The second permanent banking institution of the county, 
The First National Benffor*Lemopolis, secured a charter 
July 23, 1890. John S, Hanly of tuscaloosa was elected 
president; wees Harx of Demopolis, vice-president; and 
Jares W, Taylor of Linden, arenes These banking in- 
stitutiongs have been she strongest in the emmouy from 
their founding, A third bark was established in Fauns~ 
dale before 19060, It is the oldest contimous business 
in this little prairie town, John F, Watkins came to 
Foursdste in 1876 and opensd a rercantile business as 
John F, Watkins and Company; and, in 1691, he incorgo- 
rated the Hetzins Eoveareiie ard Banking Company es a 
successar to ericson eG fim, In 1893. ths bank sold 
out the peice: pert of tis business to Coleman end 
Walker bus Gid not ehange the charter nares of trp bank un- 
til 1906 when it dropped the term Morcant 0 end ‘changed 
the nam of the corporation to Watkins Banking Compenye 
Under the Poy ths firm is still doing 2 prosperous 
business, ins Walker served as the first president of 
this bank an@ Jonn F, Watkins, general manager, Both 
theses ren died in 1903." Since 1900 threes other banks 


rave been established: one at Linden, one at Thorastans 
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end one at Sweetwater, “All have been msintained on a 
‘gound basis, but the capital stock, surplus, and deposits 
of rene of these have approached that of the Demopolis 
banks, The officers of these banks have managed them > 
well, Not a sinsis bark has failed in Yerengo County 
since 1870, the time of the founding of.the Robertson 
Bening Company of pen ese 

Demopolis not only led in industrial and financial 
develooment, but also led in pomulation ae and other 
civie beers Cea By 15895, the city had water works and 
an electric Licht plant had been oe ectean it was long 
after 1900 before my other tom in the county secured 
these facilities,. it was for these improvements that the 
first bond isseve in the county was floated, Demopolis 
issued bonds to the amount of $8,000 with which to ear 
plete the ahove-mentioned improvements. 

Larce harvests of farm products and a reasonable ex- 
tension of credits were good measures of tha prosperity 
of a county, but another very good measure was edvence= 
ment in the extent and efficiency of the systers of com 


runication and transportation, In the nineties, Marengo 
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to uiigg bena Lockhart, July 25,5 37 e 
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3, The Linden Renorter, November 155 15956 
pe Ibie. Car A oF 
Se informetion relative to this bond issue wes given 


to the writer by the Mayor of Demopolis, 1. C. Floyde 
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County gave mech attention to this phase of her economic 
dovelonursnt, Teleshone lines connected Linden, Danopolis, 
Marion, and Uniontown in the early nineties, A new tel- 
evhone Iine connecting Linden with Thomasville, Hichols- 
vills, Sweetwater, Niller's Store, anc Ycvagon was com | 
pleted in the svrins of 1597. : 

The pivers remained the-mein arteries of travel. 
Large boasts plied the Tombisbee and Alabara rivers on 
regular weekly schecules, thus affording Uerenge an out- 
let from Demosolis to the Gulf, Renbert's Beckley’s, and 
Nanafalia were important resuler Spates The greater part 
of the transportation for cotton, cattle, hogs, and other 
products, waa either by way of Demopolis or Thomasville to 
Nobile, Not only farmers end rerchants were enxtous for 
better end quicker cocmmmication with the outside world, 
tat also tho ledies were agitating for-a place where thsy 
could shop with greater satisfactions 

Great interest wes manifested in obtaining railroad 
connection with the outside vorlds % the remest of the 
people of Earenco County, Charles Lenoir, a leading busi- 


elma, made en inspection trip through the 
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county in 1896 in the interest of the extension of ths 
+ : e 
1. the Linden Reporter, April 9, 1094-6 
eyeibid, ,cAori Ley sOLo ure lees ) 
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Martin Station road tobinden, He was urged to meet 
the directors of the road and heve it extended at isast 
. 1 F, 


cy 


+o the county. 


Marengo County was not ths only county interested 
in the extension wastward of the 4artin Station division 
of the Louisville end Nashville Reilrosd, One man wrote 
that he was interested in the westward extension to the 
Tombicbee Eiver, for when it was built there, it WOES 
finally be extended into Choctaw aioe le the Choctaw 
Herald added: "Let eversbody go to work in earnest to 
get the read from Martin's Station to Linden and on through 
Choctaw County," The valine to Marengo of this railroad 
seemed to have been calculated by the Renorter then it 
solid, "Phe read woulda do Herengo mors good than forty 
wagon losds cf tree silver,” 

Two Hew Yorr capitalists from Wall Street visited 
Linden, Decerber 8, 1896, in the interest of the exten- 
sion of the road, A general spirit of optimism prevailed, 
After months of discussion in Linden end Selea; a meet- 
ine of Nerengo County citizens, interested In the project, 
was calle@ to assembie in Linden, ‘This meeting essexbled 


Ssturday, duly 3, 1897; at the court house with the in- 
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tention "To do sare thing about getting connection with | 
the balence of the world.” Two cormittees were ap~- 
pointed by this meeting; an executive comnittee, con- 
sisting of Eugene McCaa, William Cunningham, and Carland 
Kiryen; and a subscription committee composed of C, B, 
Yooten of NcKintey, C. 5. Thoras of Thomaston, Pe Be 
Glass of Linden, A. C. Thomas of Hills and De Js Heador 
of Myrtlewood, ‘The following resolution was also adop~ 
ted: . 

Resolved, That we propose to buiid or help 

buila a vailroac from Sighee River througa 

Linden to Selra; and the Martin Station route 

enpears to be the ross feasible; but Ke do 

not comlt ourselves to any companye 

ft a meeting of the executive committee on August 
7, the Louisville end Nashville Railread had represen- 
tatives present. When the meeting adj ourned, they gave 
out a statement to the effect that, "We have come to en 
ecreerent with the railroad people of Selma and we ere 
confident that the road fron Martin's Station will be 
completed in a short Peer This was to be known as the 
Selma to New Orleans route, end since it was to go by way 


of Uprtlewood, it would give Marengo direct commmication 


ee a nr 
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with Selma and Mont ganerys Many of Marengo's leegers 
toox 2, active mrt pccinise the extension of this 
road, tut no one was more active and influexrtial than 
John C, peiebetces 

“hile plans were going forwaré for a railroad -from 
east to west through ths county, efforts were also being 
made to get & railroad from Demopolis through Eare@go and 
on sonth to Poensacols, An important reeting of interested 
parties was held in Linden in the spring of 1899. A group 
of New York business men decame interested and had con 
tracted to cormpiste 120 miles from ceep water on the 
forbigbee to soms point in Tuscaloosa County, Committees 
were appointsé ami donations sought which were to be mata 
when the first train errivedc in Linden, “Phe company 
agreed to have the road completed to Linden by Jameary 1; 
1901, ore than $1,000 was subscribed by various éndi- 
viduals, Ths Revorter noted that "The recnle in this 
section stand ready at all times to do all in their pover 
to tely any moverent thet.will give then a nt he ae 


A Geclarstion of incorporation of the Demopolis and 











1. ibid., Hay &. 1897. 
2s +020, Thon a now railroad is projected into a 
co.mmmity, a Shoom® ngually follows. To some Gesree, ut 
least, Sarcngo was no exeeption, the State held sors 1256 
a S nov nut on ths 
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ecres of land for taxes, this land ve 

market end every ecre sold, thus we: 

611,089 acres in the hangs of individuals, 
Se tae, Avril 1< 1899. 


Re 
of State February 1, 1898, John C, Webd, Jobn R, 
teen. 


Robertson, Uorris “ayer, John C. Anderson, Pen F. Elzores 
Thomas FP, Hovze, and William H, Welch were the incor 
porators, .The road oxtended through Marengo, Clark, Hon- 


roa, and Escarbia counties in Alespama and Santa Rosa 
By 


~ 


Couaty in Florida, 

Trayel by rail being assured in the near future, ef 
forts concentrated on the public roads, For some years, 
e change in the systen of woking the roads had been 
ureed, On February 21, 199, the legislature of Alsbara 
pessea a las concerning the reads of Herengo, a summery 
of which foliovs: | 


1, 4 surervisor of roads for Harengo County was 

” t5 BB elected by the Court of County Com 

missioners for e tern of 12 months. 

Ths selary was nos to exceed 9800 and he was 
recuired to be a practical engineers 

3» His duties weres . ; 
@, to supervise all rocd work in the county; 
b, to locate ail new roads to be established; 
Ge to build and keep bridges in repairs 

hl, All edie-vodied men between 18 and 45 years 
of ase were required to work & days a year on 


- 


the roads or ray $4 in lieu of the work, © 


Le 


Neither the projected railroads nop puolic roads 
ware at omee built, Fersers end merchants had to depend 
on the only meses at hand to move enormous cocton Crops. 


This was a proolem of gisantic sizGs She tarmors! Al- 
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lisnce had net dereat i Politics, but the orgenization 
was not unmindral of its nexbers end their economic wet 
fare, The Marengo County Allience secured the services 
of ea boat to ply the Tombisbee River carrying cc cargo 
to Demopolis o> “obils according to the Gomand, 

The system of merchandising in larengo in the period 
1890-1900 was probably not different from that of any — 
other part of the state, Reference has already been rade 
to the fact that the local merchant Purnished needed econ- 
omic support to a larse part cf the population in the form 
of advances by the rerchant to the Parmer in retarn for 
which the farmer gave 2 Liem on the future crop. A gen- 
eral store existed within reach --though sometimes a long 
reach-- of every farcter. 

The most outstanding merchandising entermrises were 
found in Denorolis, In fact, a perusal oP the advertise- 
rents in ihe county papers of the period reveals that ths 
Demopolis merchants were the only ones advertising in the 
nevenarers. ‘Some of these firms developed in the early 
yost-Civil Wer period. ‘he Bailey Drug Somany opened 
its doors in 1865 or 1666, Tue same was true of the 


Draswell Hardware Comany, Both these concems are now 


Sy Re aoe: ee Shs 7 ye Ga s Tas aay 
foiling a npofitavle miciness in Demopolis, -he Souuern 

yee + a2 7 $245,427 
Grocery Comany was a prosperous enternr.ise in the ninstics 
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end is now operated es-the lierchents Grocery Company, | 
the departzrens store in “arengo had its foundation laid 
lons before the pericd under consideration, Hayer 
Proitene opened their Goors to the public in 1866 snd are 


Coing a very successful business at the present time, It 


ps 

proprietor of a thrivins caimtry store is still doing 
business at the sem plece, For instance, at Hagnolia, 

C, W. &4gee continues the business formeriy omed by his 
father, Lucien Agee, end uncle, Isam Agee, At Sweetwater, 
the Lewis's heave been in the mercantile business eas Lar 
ack as any account a0 we fount. In the nirsties, Sam 
Skinner had a very successink mereantile businesa at 
Shiloh when that commmnity was the center of an active 

ard prosperous egricultural enterprise, Skinner continued 


his business successfully until about 1920, 
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rercentije business in 


Leo * * od 
1, «hs information relative to 
Lenopozis was Gorivec fron newspaper edvertisetents, bill~ 
board advertisements, and conversation with old citizens, 
including the present owners of Sreswell Hardware Company, 
end Bailey Drug Comparye 
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CHAPTER IV 
A SKETCH OF THE CUITURAL AMD SOCIAL HISTORY 
OF NARENGO COUNTY FROM 1890 To 1900 

the cultural and social history of any locality re- 
flects primarily the type of people inhabiting that area, 
The first large scale settlement within the present lin 
its of Alabama was made by the French Vine and Olive 
Company, composed of a portion of the exiled followers of 
Napoleon caer era Thouck this enterprise failed, it 
served to advertise the creat fertility of the soil, With 
the cemise cP? the French settisrent, young planters end 
collegs men fromail parts of the country rushed in and 
rapidly tocx over the rick lends, The first population 
total cotainable for Marengo are those of 1620, at which 
tire the population was osea By 1860 the population 
had reamed 31,171 persons, or a net gain of approximately 
900 per cont in thirty years. Rich lands attracted 


wealthy psople, who bousht large tracts of lend. For in- 


a A 





1. Moore, 00. Cite» DD. 78-0. For a more complete 
areas on of the French Vine and Olive Company et De- 
monolis sse, pee Gaius. Gu ssn 4: tne French Grent in 
Alabara, A Histor the Found oe ol Demopolis, irans— 

actions of Eb a ae Historical Society, 1555-1905, 
Vid omy serie so1-355. ; 

2, Selow in table XI the population of “arengs 
County is Given from 1620 to 1950. “hen easisicg te 
white and Negro population is ener cds fos 
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stence in 1890, there were 655 farms of 100 to 500 acres 
jn size; 115, 500 to 1000, and 96 which were larger then 
1000 acres About the sams ratio held true for 1900, 
which gituation is fairly typical today, 


—_y 
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POPULATION TABLE FOR MAREUGO COUNTY 
1820 TO 1930 . 











Year Waite See llegro Total 
1820 25935 
1830 72 (00 
18h0 17 5269 
1859 (a70x 20,693 27 SSL 
"1360 Site 31,172 
1670 6,096 20,058 26,152 
18 | tir: 23,615 - 30,890 
ete 2 ss 

100 Gere 2 SL 

SiO Ss 3096 3939925 
1920 999 top iis 365065 
1930 10,07 265349 365 





From the census figures, it can be seen that by 1860 


the slave population of Marengo County was oh iis henes, 
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1, Census Reports, Agriculture, Eleventh Census? 
1890, Volcevorps s1eOLe 

2, These figures were taken from Census reports for 
the various years. There are several vory interesting 
facts to be noted from this table, First, the repia 
rain in population, especially to 1550; second, tne - 
areas ruber of Negroes wen thess totals first anpeareds 
third, the ratio by which the. Negroes outnumber the 
whites; fourth, a considerable decrease in the Nesro por- 
ulation just after the Civil-Wer and just after the World 
W ax e 
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we surmise that Harengg,was the home of a large planter 
ee This fact is still evinced in the fine ante= 
belli hoes scattered over the county, of which Csines- 
wood, near Denopolis, is the most outstanding example. 
These facts seem to warrant the general statement thas 
farengo was settled in larse part by a slave-holding 
planter aie ahaa: The county since the Civil War has been 
cominated by the large planter groups. 
Ont of this type of environment, in Usrengo es in 

other American Localities ? bave core political and social 
leaders, ‘Some of the politicsl leaders in ges nineties 
are still isaders in county, and state politics. Ae Te 
Fasty, Ben F, Elmore, and John ©, Anderson ere such ex~ 

amples, important persczs in church and social wor vie have 
core from these leading nolitical groups, 

it 4s uncommon for a large lend-holding Group, or any 

group with vested interests » to encourage the expenditurs 
of great sums of money for public achools, At ths begin- 
ning of the nineties, Usrengo wes ne exception, having a 
budset of only $19,875 for teachers’ salaries, all of 


Bats) 
whieh came from stats anpropriations,. i This amount had 


aa: 


to pay h5 white end 55 colored teachers, and, in ad- 
I, the Deropolis Virés, “industrial fuzper™, Octover — 


13 9 £5105 j 
Qeirhiting ets) ales 00. Clb. ps .5603>hoore, on. cit.» 
De 21 Se are 2 
3. Census Renorts, Valuation end Taxzaticn, Eleventh 
Census: 1090, Part if, Vol. XV, p. 602. 
» 2b3d.;, Tooutation, Part II; Vol. I, BU. 550 
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dition, $333 for the. miscellaneous expenses appertaining 
to the maintenance of a school system. The h5 white 
teachers taught 1329 pupils, an average of 30 to the 
teacher, while the 55 colored teachers taught 2780 pupils, 
en average of 55 each, For their services, these 
teachers were paid an average annual salary of $128.75. 

Public school funds were appropriated primarily by 
the State, with county units occasionally raising funds 
by way of fees and iocal su seme Senda Because the Ne- 
gro chilcren vere nrorezed as mach as the waite enild- 
ren, both Negro and whits school terms were comparatively 
short, Attention was called to this fact by the County 
Superintendext, Levi VW, Reeves, 4n raking hés quarterly 
renort in March, 1990. He urged the need of amending the 
constitution so that the races would ees money appropri- 
ated to the schools in proportion to the amount of taxes 
paid by each veces 

Deniel J, “gador, a “pepresentative from Harengo 
County, led a fisht in the legislature for district taxes 
to support schools in Herengo end other Black Belt 
counties, Fe pointed out, in discussing the resolution 


Ls total reteinesa ror eczucation in S70 were 


£19,6774 3 7 eens the total expenditure was $15,2 

Sines the exeenditurs was greater then the incorss a 
Ceficls of yw5ak waa cveated, Fees ani subseristions ovi- 
cently balanced the school pudset: (Ceasus Resorts, Valu~ 
ation and Taxation, Eleventh Census: LO905 Pert Tesovol, 


very De “Cae, 
2, The Linden Reyorter, Larch lb; 1890, quoted from 
"Quarterly Report” by Levi Vi. Reovese 
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that the whites were paying 90 per cent of the taxes, 
whereas, the Negroes, paying only 10 per cent of the 
taxes, derived as rnch benefit from the school appropri- 
ations as dia the vhites, Some of the Negro schools actu- 
ally had more money than they used. “owsver, after 1901, 
under the new Alabara Constitution, Negroes were discriz- 
inated against in the allotment of funds for school pur- 
poses, This fact has given the Slack Belt countiss an un- 
due advantage in the public school system of the sitting 
here were no public hich schools in the cainty in 
the nineties, However, there were several which desie- 
nated thanseives as academies and did secondary school 
wr. Ths pavers cf ths vericd constantly carried adver- 
tiserents of the yarinis academies, their advantages, 
curricula, end rates, Acsedemies existed at cence 
Dixons #il3s, Nickolsville, snd one was established at 
Linden 4n 2590, The Linden Academy was opened by Ie Me, 
Canterbury, of Lower Peach Tree (Centertury later studied 
lau am became the leading criminal lawyer in the county 
until the late 1920s), ‘in these acedemiss students were 
taucht Latin, French, Greek, Gorman, Literature, Art, 
imsic, Ustheratics, and several other branckss, Bosides 
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1 
such ag G, S. Mellen,. Wee-I,. Owings, and G, H, Thomas. 


The plsnter groups did nos depend mich on these 
schools end acedemies, but sent their children to private 
schools, or hired tutors, They were patrons also of the 
law schools, medical schools, and the many gocd schools 
of erts and sciences over the country. The present 
chairman of the County Board of Education attenfedc Wash- 
inston end Loa University in the lete nineties, Hany 
others who did not attend ths hicher institutions of 
learnins, stocked their own libreries with many good books 

2 
end made excellent uss of ther. 

Unti2 adot 1699, tsachers were certified by a lecal 
examinine board which was present at the teachers’ insti- 

‘S 
tutions Por the purpose of siving examinations, Same 
teachers were well prepared for the responsioility of 
teaching, but others were woefully unprepared, Probably 
the general situation, if not the prevailing opinion, was 
voiced by & local paper which said3 

We will never receive eny benefit from the 

public — schools until this thing of licensing 

every Tom, Dick, and Harry is stopped. There 

fare persons teeching in the State who are a 

Gissrecs to the provession. Sore of them are 

snaxefully ignorent, me examining boards are 

not doing their duty. 


"Ty ibid., denuasy 10; Bugust 15, end Decerder 81, 1690. 
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At that. time, summer schools, extension courses, 
correspondences courses, and reading circles were relative- 
ly udimowm, ‘teachers had only one means of training in 
sorvies, namsly, the well Imown "Teachers! institutes," 
Those, in many tases, lasted a week, The conmmnity in 


which the instiimte wes held entertained the teachers 
a 
free of charse, The leeroes held institutes also, At 


one of these meetings, papers were read on "How to Teach 
Reading" and "Sow to teach the Alvhabet,” and the meeting 


was climaxsa ty teachers taking a pledge not to drink or 
z 
cid smtt. 


Toe institate hela et Dayton in April, 1893, had 
some interesting topics on the program, Sore of these 
were as follows: . — | 


1, How to make good spellers, 

2. Blocution in common schoolse 

Se Lest methods of teeching reading. 

te How te cultivate a taste for goca Literature, 
2 Elemmtary sciente.s - 

e Bays of. eqducting a recitation, 

he i Iseaging in country schcolse . 

e Sow shall we secure good restlts in penmanshin? 
Se Yest methoés of teaching seogrephy 
2Gseire Bible in country schoolse 
11, the teacher's opportunity. 
12, ibs demand of the ASC e 

oe Koduisites of a E008 G2sciplinarian, 
ee Language lossons for young children 
15. How shall we rae erithretic p 
16, Can girls leam mathematics? 
lve Lothods of teaching politeness. 
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D, toic.e, April 3; 13892, ° : 


20h, 


19. Boys will benoys. 

Sometines the teachers convened at the request of 
ihe county superintendent of education, and sometizes the 
state superintendent would request a meetings, At that 
bi=8, the Deveriment of Ecucation wes not orjanized, as 
such, and representatives of the State could not meet 


with the teschers, es was the case later when the Denart= 


ment of Saication wes organized, State Superintendent 
Hareis of Lontganery reguested a rseting of the teachers 


of Herengs County. The meetins convenad at Hanarelia, 
fuoust 1,-1893, Tonics of a Pinancial nature gave rise 
to most cf the disenssions, However, other topies were 
discussed, taree of whic: are herewith-givea, . They were: 
"ilale ard female teachers, their success in the school 
room", "Co-education, should it be encoureged?®, and 
"Shoule the State edopt a wmiform series -of text Dooks?® 

Another typical institute was held at Sweetwater tn 
Sentenber, 19966 Some of the moss prominent features of 
the progran were the following Bese . 
13 Some of the best plans oP teaching reading, 

TD. A, Uelure 

Ze Spellins ané its importance, 
ad aiget DPA be tausht in our common schools? 
We Ay Nebeod 


See oe eee fprilly, leo Ee es 


= —— ued 
25 The Linden Renort er, Aveust 7, 1893. 
Se Toie., Septomoer is l 
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Se. School manaserent, 
J, B. Little 


An. @vealuation of th hese programs indi-~ 
eates the fact that some of these topics are still timely 
while others are long past any Boos cers tions For in~ 

ants, one tooic discussed at an instituts was one which 
we now accept without argument, namely: "Should our girls 
have the sams advantages as our boys?*® No doubt the 
teachers and lesders thought seriously on these and other 
tonics, and mich goo wae sccomplished, It is true the 
institutes in Alabema and in Serengo County have not yet 
been abamionsd, but its izccrtsnes in the ecucational 
scnems is for purposes of securing edninistrative effic~ 
Jeney and coordination, end not for teacher training in 
services | 

At the regular session of the legislature in 1899» 

a law wes possed requiring all teachers to take a state 
examination, preparatory to teaching in the public schoolss 
In anticination of the coming examination, a summer school 
was organized at Linden in the summer of 1899 under the 


_ 


direction of L, G, Bigsers, Frincival of the Linden High 


by 
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the welders June 2, 1899, 


thirty-two dolored prospective teachers took the exam 

instion, Of the white eoplicants, eight of the nine 

passed the examination; but of tho thirty-two colored ap- 
iL 


licants taking the examination, only twelve passede 


S 


After Bissers had vrepared the teachers, one failed 
and several received lower certificates than trose for 
which they had mplied, Por this, Biggers was very crit- 
4cal of the State Board of Examiners and openly conderned 
it in the ene Dr, John W, Abercrombie, State Suver= 
interders of Education, wrote a letter to the teachers of 
Harengo County in which he roundly scored Biggers and 
made a few comments on the papers of those who failed, 

Of these he wrote? 


One applicant solveé cily three problems 
correctly out of eight, Two Arithmetic papers 
wers identical, One applicant for first grace 
solved Pour Algebra prodlems out ef ten, The 
six questions in Geography solicited widely 
varying answers, One illustration follovs: 


Yiieme the principal political divisions of the 
Vester Hemisphere, 


Answer: North and South America, Danish America 
eid the west Indies, Atlantic, Pacific and Arc- 
tic Oceans, Gulf of Mexico, end the Carribean 
Seca, Two of the papers were ezactly alixeee, 
ieny teachers, uho should be easily able to ob- 
tein first grade certivicstes, have gone into 
the examination without reviewing the elexen- 
tary branches and for that reason have failed 

to answer the sirplest questions} Y 





. +Did., AUgUSt 255 1699. 

e 1D2de 5 August ls 1859. ETS 
~ ‘ho -erengo Democrat, -Hoverber Fs 1099 » quoted 
@ > written by Dr, gohn UW, Abercrombie, 
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However, it must-aet.be concluded that Marengo 
teachers made a poorer record on theses early exarmnations 
than teachors from other parts of tho State, the writer 
has heard one rember of this first examining board read 
typical, or rather unusnai, answers givsa vo various ques- 
tions in the ¢ciffersnt angen 

this early beginning seexs today rather cruds. Prob- 
soly it was, but foundations were laid which have enabled 
llarmgo to construct one of the first dozen best systems 
in ths Stets. A larze part of that, however, is due to 
the fect thst the pomlation ig still about 77.5 per cent 
Necro, The Negro child draws its proportional part of 
money from the state treasury, Dut he does nob ae his 
share in ths county copper resume 

The three major Protestant denominations, Baptist, 
Nethodist, and Presbyterian, were weil organized and 
eared Yor the religious needs of the people in the nine- 
ties. The extent of the work and infiuence may be in- 
ferred from the table below which gives the merbership, 


mimer of cimrch buildings, ond vaiuation of these buitid=- 


vo 
Ane tn Memane Corer 
LNEsS sets AS enso vu wiv e 





ie ina writer bSarc several papers read DS re. GW 
brock, President Exeritus of State teachers Colisse, 
Livingston, Alabara,. Or, Sroeck was a rerper of the exam 
ining board for a _murber of years berore ne trans’arred 
lis. services to Livirneston, 

2. Information obtained from County Superiniondent 
of Education, George H. “atson, Linden, Alabara, 

5S. Consus Reports, Churches, Eleventh Census: 1890, 


VOlemixs eDebols 
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- PABEE XII 














Felisiougs Velue of 
Denominations Total liembership Mo, edifices property 
Hahiako. 1s geo LL Co a Oe C z 
rosist ws writs ; VAILGS 5) ¥ BW2ALCGEe 
aeup v 23 colored 55° colored 55,2535 col. 
Uethodist C20 white 10 white 16,155 white 
1319 colored 12 colored 63610 col, . 
Presbyterian 388 white 1) white 16,500 white 
C colored : GO colored 0,000 col. 
Episcopalisn he weite 1 white 1,000 white 
0 coloreé 0 colored 0,000 col, 





These religious bodies were careful to keep their 
churches in constant repair, mend ta build new ones where 
neeédsd to reet the growins nesds of the cormmity end 
church rembership, The Methodists of Demopolis buslt a 
modern brick church in 1695, The Eeptist there deéicated 
& hendsors new edifice the seme years, wile the Episco- 
pelians poeta uee extensive repair work on their house of 


— 


worehiz 


Patio e 
thesa churches in many ceases wore well organized end 
provided Sumley schools for the young anc for tha menber- 
ship as a thole, “eny of them had organisations of the 
women Por the promotion of the chureh, missionary works, and 


<-" atrtjpjal Des = see = sp A at sto Peg Co ae ee a 2 = 7 p~y erp? bee 
CROP ToS OS SCS OSG EUG ON) eG ee ieee LS cCoreaumitisss 


a a ne eS 





= on 5 ~ 4 n oA 
3, the Ecntgomery Advertiser, “npril 5, 1095. 
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The most typical worents ompanization was the Ladies! 
Aida Society which was doing a very effective work at 
Linden, Dixons ills, Shiloh, and Octagon, Funcs were 
raised by means of oyster suppers, rumsage sales, col-. 
isctions for orchans, mite ee salo of iced CoA, 
chicken suppers, ond so forthe 

Further ovidence of organization of the churches is 
show by the fact thes county wide meobings of the denom- 
inations were held fram time to time, The Eethel Baptist 
Sunday School Convention met at Shiloh in January, 1890; 
end dares people from all over Sarenmgo anc adjoining 
Peete The nares of Vices, Dunning, Doyle, Heador s 
Pritmoett, and many others obit) prominent in Harengo 
County affeire, oceupied conspicuous places on the pro- 
Era, Pea oe | 

Tho Seventy-eignth annual session of the Betnel Bap- 
tist Association was held in Linden in October, 1698, 
early every church in the county was represented, and 
the delegates were entertained in the hores of tne peonis 


of Lindsn for three days. The sare orgsnization ret at 




















Yanafalis the Pollowine year, Honorable D, J. xSeador or 
Livetlewoog served as moderator, Lamar Netkin of Lincen es 
ve ie = = . Ge 4 oO « 

1, the Lingsn kevorter, January 9s 155° S75 20905 

2, +oid., January 2s 15906 
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clerk, and 4, X, Thores of Jignefalia as Treasurer, As 
was noticed in the first two chapters of this paper, 
these men eae prominent im the political affairs 
of the county. 

fhe Vetho@tst Church aces nos} enjoy local sutcnary 
and henee tks bractice of having county-wide ssoetings of 
hat denomination was lacking. The amual Conference of 
the Methodists chenged the ess oF the various churchss 
pericdically, scvetimes yearly, and sometizes a pasto> rem 
mained in one charge as mics as Zour years, Soretizmes one 
of thess men would serve seven or sight churches, preach- 
ing thres RE EKER Sunday, visiting the sick, and 
tbarying the dead, The circuit rider of the ninsties haa 
Q rather hard time for there vere no good roads, rail~- 
roads, nore modezmm conveniences of travel as is the case 
todaye They isd a life that tried the souls of meng It 
is Girficult to visualize what it meant to travel the 
poor roses in wet weather, uzless one has experienced the 
iiopengoa mmd of the winter scason, 
“ne ecdvent of sood wads and automobiles in Marengo 


Comty has mins the death Imeli of many a country church. 


Olive, ani others stend exnty and Ceserted, holiov re- 


minders af pest, thriving relisious bodies. 
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